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Your student voice
The Cord looks at the close working relationship between Laurier's student representatives and university
administration, examining how it developed and the effect it has on the advocacy role of the Students' Union
LAURA CARLSON
SPECIAL PROJECTS EDITOR
From the back hallways of the Fred
Nichols Campus Center (FNCC) to the
administration offices in the Peter's
building and breakfast meetings in the
dining hall, there is a voice at Laurier
that is seemingly always present: the
voice of students.
While it may not be visible to the general Laurier community, as it has opted
to remain at the bargaining tables instead of advocating in the streets, the
premise is that the interests of the students are always heard.
These interests are represented primarily by the Wilfrid Laurier Univer-

sity Students' Union (WLUSU), and the
union and administration both boast of
the close working relationship the two
share; a bond that is unlike any other at
North American universities.
"We do have what I believe is an unusually rich relationship between student leaders and administration," explained Max Blouw, president of WLU;
this sentiment is echoed by Colin Le
Fevre, president of WLUSU.

'It's such a different culture here than
other universities," said Le Fevre.
"There is no doubt in my mind that we
have the most influence of a students'
union because of our direct influence
with [administration]."
While WLUSU and the university see

this as advantageous compared to the
traditional adversarial union relation-

ship, others feel that this may not be the
best approach.
"WLUSU made a choice and what
WLUSU has chosen is to work with, as
opposed to against, the administration,"
said Josh Smyth, who sat on the 20062007 WLUSU Board of Directors (BOD).
Smyth, who has since served as Editor-in-Chief of the Blueprint Magazine,
chair of the Laurier Students' Public Interest Research Group (LSPIRG) board
and has participated in various campus
activism events, describes his time with
the Students' Union as "frustrating," notably because of the seemingly restricted

"It's bred an institutional culture that's
afraid of making demands
so there's a
lot more governance and a lot less advocacy going on than at some other students' unions," said Smyth.
"The assumption is made that the
university is only listening to us because
we have this pleasant relationship with
them, which I don't think is necessarily
...

the case.
"The university still has to listen to the
students' unions even if there is a more
adversarial relationship. 1 don't think
you have to shut the door on dialogue
just because we're taking a more oppositional position to university issues."

nature of WLUSU.

-

SEE UNION, PAGES 12-13

Soccer scores double gold
Laurier men's and women's soccer teams achieve victory on the road, returning home
as OUA champions and will compete for national CIS titles this upcoming weekend

LAURA TOMKINS

LUKE DOTTO
STAFF WRITER

ANDREA MILLET

Defying all expectations and predictions placed on them,
the Golden Hawks men's soccer team walked onto York's
pitch on Sunday as the surprise of the OUA, and walked off
as the champions.
Second-year forward Spencer Cawker scored the game's
only goal 14 minutes into overtime for a 1-0victory against
the defending Ontario champions the York Lions.
Enduring frigid winds and a relentless Lions attack, the
Hawks played with unbridled determination and heart.
"The whole game we battled, from the first minute to the
120th minute," said Cawker. "The reason we won that game
was heart, determination and composure."
The first half saw few scoring opportunities; the Lions
could not break through the stifling defensive play of
Matt Smith and Zach Faubert-Tetreault and the Hawks remained composed rather than trying to force a play.
The Lions' superior skill was evident, their passes
were crisp and they needed few touches to set up, but no
amount of skill can make up for will.
The second half saw a stronger Lions attack, with many
corner kicks and opportunities in the box; the Lions could
have downed the Hawks if it weren't for veteran goalkeeper Yousef El-Abbar, whose best save came in the 78 lh minute as he denied a header on the line.
90 minutes solved nothing and overtime loomed. Neither team was conceding ground until York defender
Franco Ruscetta misplayed a ball.

The Golden Hawks women's soccer team stood tall and proud
as the OUA champions after battling both Carleton and hosts
the Ottawa Gee Gees for the title last weekend. The ladies
went into both games with their sights set on gold, and never
looked back. They defeated Carleton in the semi-final match

STAFF WRITER

3-1 and then took down Ottawa in the final, emerging from a
penalty shootout on top.
SEE WOMEN, PAGE 15
-

MIKE WHITEHOUSE - UUJRIER ATHLETICS

GOLDEN GIRLS Liora Berger and captain Sarah Hopper.

OLE OLE OLE Alex Doma celebrates with his teammates.

-

-

-

SEE MEN, PAGE 15
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK
"Oh my god, he's so president. That makes
me, like, so happy."
-

Random blonde girl wearing Ugg boots, after seeing the
results of the US election in the 24-Hour Lounge

LAURA TOMKINS

SYSTEM DOWN

A technician was brought in to look at WebCT yesterday after the online service was inaccessible for three-and-a-half days.

-

WORD OF THE WEEK
Feta - A white, salty Greek cheese made from
the milk of ewes or goats.
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WebCT crash lasts days
Will's online course tool has been down since Saturday, leaving both faculty and students frustrated
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plained that the subsequent malfunction was unrelated.
Over the past few days, many
students and professors have faced
problems with courses due to the
malfunction.
Madelaine Hron, Assistant Pro-

150 students. Some of the readings
are online, some of the responses
are online, so since Friday nobody

has been able to do anything," she

explained.
Part-time graduate student Mary
Tabi explained that she had an assignment due yesterday that she
was not able to access resources to

complete.
"I can't check online notes or
messages. It should be postponed.
It's frustrating," said Tabi.
Those most affected, however,
are the numerous distance education students at WLU.

Caitlin Baltzer, a third-year economics student, told The Cord that
she has a midterm in a distance
education course where all of the
notes for the course are online,
leaving her with no resources with
which to study.
According to Director of TeachSupport Services
Sandy
Hughes, the choice is up to professors for how they will address

ing

complaints from students who had
trouble completing assignments
or studying for midterms due to
the shutdown, as Laurier currently
has no policies in place to protect
students from academic penalties
in case of a malfunction.
"For the most part, professors
have been the ones making decisions and they tend to be very lenient," she stated.
While many have been affected,
Rick Henderson, a professor of
physics and computer science,
stated that he has a backup plan in
place for his students.
"I was really only [slightly] affected by it. I have another web
server that I use to store information," he said.
Henderson has an assignment
due this Saturday in one of his
classes; however, he posted the assignment on the webpage that he
provided to his students.
For Hughes, it is steps like this
that Teaching Support Services is
looking to incorporate for WebCT
on a large scale so that if another
breakdown were to occur there

would be another service for students and professors to use.
"For the past while we've had a
committee looking into a backup
plan because of the inconvenience
and problems we get from it," she
said.
Hron also believes improvements need to be made, especially
in the way of increased manpower
towards technology at Laurier.
"I think Laurier has got to supit's only available
port IT more
nine to five; [at] other universities
it's available all night. Laurier is
talking about how it wants to be
...

a comprehensive university.

"We're not really acting like a
research university; we're acting
like a tiny 2,000-person university
who's not equiped with technology," she commented, adding that
she blames administration for not
placing importance on the issue.
Groupwise e-mail and the Laurier website have also experienced

problems this weekend.
According to Langford, these
problems were unrelated to
WebCT issues.
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Braid steps in as new KW MP
Conservative lead in the riding shaved down to 17 votes; Telegdi to take a break from political life
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REBECCA VASLUIANU

ed over three days starting last

new MP has been in Ottawa for the

with Telegdi and learn from his

NEWS EDITOR

Wednesday.
By Thursday the lead was nar-

past few days becoming oriented
with protocol and will be officially

experiences.

rowed down to 32 votes with 130
votes in contention.
After scrutineers and Elections

sworn in sometime this week.
Right now, Braid's main goal is

Canada representatives sifted
through the disputable votes one
by one and presented them to Superior Court Justice Donald Gor-

"Our priorities are getting our
offices up and running both in Ot-

The Cord Weekly is a proud member
Press (CUP),

of the Canadian University
since 2004.

Kitchener-Waterloo's final federal
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Preamble to The Cord Constitution
The Cord will keep faith with its readers

by presenting news and

election results were announced
last Friday, giving Conservative
Peter Braid a tight 17-vote victory
over Liberal incumbent Andrew

expressions of opinions comprehensively, accurately and fairly.

Telegdi.

The Cord believes in a balanced and impartial presentation ofall
relevant facts in a news report, and of all substantial opinions in
a matter of controversy.

Since the federal election on October 14, the margin of Braid's lead
was gradually weaned down from
the original 73 on election night
to 48 after a vote validation, finally

The staff

of The Cord shall uphold all commonly held

ethical

conventions of journalism. When an error of omission or of
commission has occurred, that error shall be acknowledged
prompdy.
When statements are made that are critical of an individual, or
an organization, we shall give those affected the opportunity to
reply at the earliest time possible.
Ethical journalism requires impartiality, and consequendy
conflicts of interest and the appearance of conflicts of interest
will be avoided by all staff.
The only limits of any newspaper are those of the world around
it, and so Vie Cord will attempt to cover its world with a special
focus on Wilfrid Laurier University, and the community of
Kitchener-Waterloo, and with a special ear to the concerns
of the students of Wilfrid Laurier University. Ultimately, The
Cord will be bound by neither philosophy, nor geography in
its mandate.
The Cord has an obligation to foster freedom of the press and
freedom of speech. This obligation is best fulfilled when debate
and dissent are encouraged, both in the internal workings ofthe
paper, and through The Cord's contact with the student body.
The Cord will always attempt to do what is right, with fear of
neither repercussions, nor retaliation. The purpose of the
student press is to act as an agent of social awareness, and so
shall conduct the affairs of our newspaper.

landing on 17 after the recount.
"It was a long and thorough process, also quite suspenseful. We're
very pleased with the results," said
Braid, Kitchener-Waterloo's new
MP.

"The final result came 17 days
after the election, so after 17 days
we won by 17 votes. 17 is certainly
my new favourite number," he
laughed.
The recount was conduct-

don to rule on, the difference was
narrowed to 17.
For Telegdi, who maintained a
15-year incumbency in the riding,
the loss was regrettable.
"I can't say I'm excited about it
I'm a little disappointed. I guess
I'm more disappointed because
I've been working on a variety of
things in parliament... and I won't
be there to see them through," he
...

explained.
Telegdi plans to take a sabbatical
after his lengthy career in politics.
According to Aaron Wudrick,
Braid's campaign manager, the

to get his offices set up.

tawa and in Waterloo and getting

those offices staffed with qualified
people to help me serve the community and represent the people
of this great community in Ottawa," said Braid.
Braid explained that he will either use Telegdi's former office or
find a new one.
When asked, he outlined his
three major goals for this riding
as minimizing the damage of the
weakening economy, promoting research and innovation in
the area and helping protect the
environment.
As part of his transition into office, Braid plans to keep in contact

"We had a very mutually respectful relationship throughout
the campaign and I'm confident
that that will continue and we've
had one phone conversation already since the final official results
on Friday and 1 certainly plan to
be in touch with Mr. Telegdi," said
Braid.
"I think it's very important to
thank and recognize Mr. Telegdi
for his years of dedicated service
to the community," he added.
While Braid recognizes Telegdi's

expansive knowledge and dedication, he is confident he will be able
to fill his new role well.

"There's always an appropriate
time for new energy and a new
perspective and new vision and I
think I bring all of those things....
I'm very confident that I will be
able to serve this community very

effectively."
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"How do you feel about
Laurier's soccer teams
winning OUA gold?"

News

November 5,2008

3

The Cord Weekly

WLU archives near capacity
JEREMY TREMBLAY
NEWS EDITOR
WLU's library is feeling the
of increased enrollment
working with resources
have changed little since
2003. Staffing limits and little
space to grow are just two of the
challenges the library is currently
facing.
Beginning in 1999, $7 million
was spent to update the building
housing WLU's library, which contained classrooms and a boardroom as well as the library until
then.
The project was completed in
2002-3, and minor renovations
in 2005 created the "information commons" and spaces for
academic advising and the writing centre which exist today on the
main floor.
According to data from the Registrar's office, during fall 2002, a
total of 8,645 full-time students
studied at WLU during fall semester. In fall of 2007, there were
12,394 undergraduate students at
the university.
"There are a lot of different projects to maximize space, maximize
accessibility and not disadvantage anybody. In fact, [they] make
things more accessible. And that's
true for the archives, too," said
University Librarian and Archivist
Today,
effects
while
which

"It's nice to see teams other than football and women's lacrosse doing well."
Louise Robert
Fourth-year anthropology
-

"It's pretty sweet. Now good luck to the
hockey team!"

Caitlyn Tizzard
First-year communication

-

Sharon Brown.
Such projects include digitizing
items that are no longer subject

copyright (anything published
prior to 1923), eliminating microfilm when digital editions of the
same publications are available
and using off-campus storage
space shared with the University
of Waterloo and the University of
Guelph, who, together with WLU,
form the Tri-University Group of
Libraries (TUG).
A "last-copy" agreement has also
been put into place with the other
TUG libraries, meaning that only
one copy of a work may be stored
at the group's shared storage.
"Doing that and weeding the
annex has extended its life to approximately 2012," said Brown.
"We've really made an attempt to
make the best possible use of the
space we have."
to

"I think it tells us about Laurier athletics
and how great theyare."
Derek Mitchell
First-year psychology
-

"It's really great that they are both
having a successful year."
Kara MacKinnon
Third-year business
-

WILFRID LAURIER UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES & SPECIAL COLLECTIONS

UNIVERSITY HISTORY This image of students using the library in Willison Hall at Waterloo College sometime between 1940 and 1960 is one of 40,000 unique images held at archives and special collections.
-

Space at Laurier's archives and
special collections is far more
limited.
"The material is coming in and
our space is not growing. We probably have, at the rate that we're going, about two years of space left
there," said Brown.
Among other things, archives
and special collections hold a
Mackenzie King file, a Wilfrid
Laurier file, local history, an environmental collection and about
40,000 unique photographs.
"It's not insignificant," said
Brown. "It's quite a valuable collection now."
"There's a lot that we could do,
we just don't have the staff time.
The archive is run with a half-time
librarian who's also our archivist
and one-and-a-half support staff
and some student help. They've
really jigged the place to have this
other half-time support staff."
Brown explains that donations
to archives and special collections
would become less frequent if
items were declined.
"I would do my very best not to
decline donations. What we would
...

probably have to do is find storage
That's the kind of thing
space.
we would have to resort to and
of course when it's there it's not
accessible."
Despite the impending need for
space, there are currently no official plans to expand the library.
In 2002-3, WLU's library employed 51 full-time-equivalent
staff.
In 2006-7, the most recent figures available from the Ontario
Council of University Libraries
(OCUL) show that Laurier's library
employed 64 FTE staff. Despite an
increase in full-time students of 43
percent, library staff increased by
only 16 percent.
In comparison, the University of
Windsor had 104FTE staff in 2006...

7.

According to enrollment numbers from the Association of University and Colleges of Canada,
the University of Windsor is the
Ontario university closest in size
to WLU; it has about 1,000 more
students.
Laurier's total library expenditures in 2002-3 as reported to

OCULwere $4,536,243.
The library had $6,979,680 in
total expenditures in 2006-7. In
comparison, the University of
Windsor's total library expenditures were $12,484,876, up from
$10,229,497 in 2002-3.
During the 2006-7

period,
expenditures
made up 1.7 percent of total expenditures. The average for the 20
member institutions of OCUL was
WLU's

operating

7.0 percent.
Brown explains that there has
been a shift in how students use the

library. Although fewer books are
signed out, she says the need for
space has transferred from room
for books to room for archives and,
to a greater extent, room to work.
Students are "not taking books
off the shelf to the same extent...
but they're using the electronic
materials, they're working together in that space and they're using
things like the digital studio and
geospatial and data centre."
"Thinking down the road for
future generations, what we have
isn't going to cut it. We just need
more space."

Pepper spray vote to come
An electronic vote amongst Audit and Compliance Committee members will determine whether the
Board of Governors will be asked to approve special constables being equipped with pepper spray
JEREMY TREMBLAY
NEWS EDITOR

"It's great. Best of luck to them."
Dave Houghton
Fourth-year history
■

Compiled by Jennifer Rae,

photos by Mara Silvestri

This Monday, the question of approving Laurier's Special Constable Service to carry pepper
spray was brought to the Audit and
Compliance Committee.
The matter did not go to a vote at
the meeting; instead, an electronic
vote for members of the committee will take place this week.
"This has not yet gone to a vote

because [the report] was only given to us a couple of minutes before
the meeting started," said Barry
Ries, a member of the Audit and
Compliance Committee.
The committee is responsible
for risk assessment within the university's governance structure.
If its members vote in favour of
allowing special constables to carry pepper spray, the issue will be
brought to the Board of Governors
meeting on November 22.

"The safety of the campus community is a major concern," explained Ries before reflecting on
the question at hand.
"Is [pepper spray] necessary? In
an ideal world you don't use pepper spray. Is this an ideal world? I
don't think so."
"It's definitely worth a look, and
think
I
we're doing a good job by
looking at it, getting an official
presentation, not rushing a vote
and giving everybody a chance to

digest it."
The Wilfrid Laurier University
Students' Union Board of Directors (BOD) is awaiting advice from
legal counsel before it will once
again discuss the possibility of issuing a statement on special constables being authorized to carry
pepper spray.
The BOD next meets this Friday
at 1:30 p.m. Any statement issued
by the Board has no official power
in the university's decision.
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Newspaper boxes
stolen off-campus
Theft valued at over $1,000 a setback for WLUSP's off-campus initiatives

off-campus locations.
The boxes, valued at approximately $260 each over $1,000 colwere stolen sometime
lectively
between October 22 and 29.
The boxes in question were located at four off-campus sites north
and west of the WLU campus the
corners of Hazel Street and Hickory
Street West, Columbia Street West
and Hazel, Albert Street and Hickory, and Seagram Drive and Albert.
These are four of the dozen offcampus locations where The Cord
is distributed.
This incident is not the first time
Wilfrid Laurier University Student
Publications (WLUSP) has seen the
theft or vandalism of their newspaper boxes.
In 2007, a box located between
-

-

-

Avenue.

Though the off-campus box was
returned, the box on Bricker was
not.
The incident has been characterized as an "annoyance" by
Greg Sacks, president and CEO of
WLUSP, though he views the theft
as far from a minor problem.
"We want to increase the offcampus presence [of Vie Cord
Weekly]" said Sacks. "This theft has
really put a dent in that initiative."
Though Waterloo Regional Police Services (WRPS) could not
comment directly on the theft, Police Constable Mike Kong-Ladrie
is confident of WRPS' surveillance
and coverage of off-campus areas.
"We have patrol zones that cover
[the Laurier and University of Waterloo] area," said Constable Kong-

Ladrie.
"If we see trends, then we'll definitely address them," he added.
The boxes were purchased by
WLUSP in 2005 in order to expand
the focus of The Cord Weekly from
a Laurier campus newspaper to
that of a Waterloo community
newspaper.
Sacks and WLUSP have expressed concern over whether or
not off-campus readers of The Cord
Weekly will still have easy access to
the newspaper.
also
Constable Kong-Ladrie
stressed the importance of Project Safe Semester, a partnership
between Laurier, UW and WRPS
to protect the safety of off-campus
students.
"We're attempting to address inappropriate activity, along the lines
of property damage, disturbances
and public order."
An investigation into the theft by
WRPS is currently ongoing.
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Last week, four Cord Weekly newspaper boxes were stolen from their

Bricker Academic Building and
Bricker Residence was stolen, as
was an off-campus box located at
the corner of Albert and University
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THOUSAND-DOLLAR THEFT- WRPS is looking into off-campus crime.
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CANADA IN
Memorial University
student charged with
death-threats
ST.

JOHN'S A student at Memori-

al University in Newfoundland has
been charged with two counts of
utteringthreats against professors.
Last week, classes at the university were cancelled after threats
against a professor were made
online.
The Royal Newfoundland Constabulary took the professor into
police protection as a precaution
after the university was informed
of the threat.
Investigators have found that the
same student had posted threats
against a different professor on the
same website about a month ago.
After tracking the IP address,
investigators found that the threat
was sent from a public computer in
a section of the university's library
which is under video surveillance.
The 18-year-old female student
facing charges has been released
and is scheduled to appear in court
on December 4.

Western pays $80,000
to minimize campus

discrimination
Administration
LONDON, ON
at the University of Western Ontario has spent $80,000 funding the
production of a video called Voices
ofDiversity.
The video highlights racial intolerance against faculty and staff,
—

foreign students, visible minorities
and disabled people.
The move is in response to a publication by the university's student
newspaper The Gazette, which depicted the rape of a women's-rights
activist by a local police chief as a
joke in its 2007 April Fools issue.
According to administration,
monitoring university publications
will be an integral step towards preventing discriminatory activities.
In an interview with GlobeCampus.ca, UWO president Paul Davenport said, "The insensitivity and
the vulgarity of that issue did shock
me. I had thought we had made
progress in that area."
He added that a range of measures to combat the type of attitude displayed by The Gazette have
been introduced by administration
since last spring.

Potential custodian
strike at York University
TORONTO
York University
could see a strike as soon as November 11 if a new agreement is
not reached with custodial and
maintenance staff.
Staff represented by the Canadian Union of Public Employees
Local 1356 voted 99.6 percent in
favour of striking if an agreement
with the university isn't reached.
An agreement with the staff
union must be reached by November 5 to avoid a strike.
If a strike occurs, garbage pickup and clean-up on campus will
stop and no maintenance will be
available on campus.
An on-campus labour dispute
would also cause the cancellation
—

of certain classes indefinitely.
As negotiations continue, the
focus right now is on keeping the
students in the classroom.
York's faculty union is comprised
of teaching assistants, graduate
assistants, and contract faculty
members.

Victoria strike ends
VICTORIA On Friday, October 24,
the seven-week strike of workers at
the University of Victoria's Student
Building came to an end.
The dispute was over workers'
wages, where the employees initially demanded a raise of $1.50
and the employers responded with
a proposed increase of 10 cents.
The final settlement called for
an increase of 70 cents to the standard pay rate of $9.95 per hour. It
was was accepted by the union's
membership.
Groups involved in the agreement included the University of
Victoria Students' Society, representatives ofthe employer's unions
and striking employees.
Every union worker accepting
the offer received a signing bonus
-

ofsloo.
However, workers will not be
paid for the period during which
they were on strike.
While workers at the student
building were on strike, classes
remained unaffected although student services such as restaurants
and the campus pub were closed.
The janitorial staff were the first
to resume work to ensure the building was clean for its re-opening on
October 27, when senior workers
began their regular shifts.

Provincial government
reduces tuition fees
Students in Nova ScoHALIFAX
tia this year are estimated to pay
approximately $5,932 in tuition.
—

This change is the result of a plan
set by the provincial government
of Nova Scotia, aiming to reduce
tuition levels in Nova Scotia to the
national average by 2010-2011.
In fact, The Nova Scotia University Student Bursary Trust that was
founded in March caused a drop in
tuition for 11 post-secondary institutions in the province.
Although the figure of $5,932 is a
decrease of 2.9 percent compared
to last year, Nova Scotia is still the
province with the highest average
tuition in Canada.
A Statistics Canada report accounts that tuition levels have increased by an average of 3.6 percent this year, implying that the
national average is at $4,724 for

2008-2009.
According to Karen Casey, Nova
Scotia's education minister, the
province is "continuing to make a
university education more affordable for more Nova Scotians, not
just with tuition reductions, but
with a host of assistance programs
to help students get a post-secondary education."
With filesfrom CUP.

U of T and Dalhousie
studying online privacy

groups at the University of Toronto
and Dalhousie are separately engaging in projects related to online
privacy.
The University of Toronto's Citizen Lab, which studies global censorship and surveillance on the Internet, has already revealed some
startlingresults.
After monitoring a Chineselanguage version of the communications website Skype, a service
promoted as secure, researchers
uncovered millions of intercepted
messages that were sent to a separate, public database.
The Citizen Lab revealed that
contained
conversations
that
flagged words that took place over
the service, in this case words related to Chinese politics, were then
recorded and sent to a separate
database.
The users were labelled as suspected political activists.
Dalhousie University is engaging in a 30-month contract with
the US Department of Homeland
Security. The basis of their project
is to develop tools to detect and
eventually prevent online criminal
behavior.
By examining and locating patterns within internet transfers,
Dalhousie researchers hope to be
able to track security breaching
behavior more effectively.
The tools developed are expected to be used by large corporations
or government institutions; however, the Department of Homeland
Security plans on making the results public in order to allow further research by other parties.
Compiled by Taryn Parrish,
Gourav Sathe, Madhavi Ganju and

-

TORONTO According to a report
in The Globe and Mail, research
—

Aaron Watson.
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Group protests
at Manulife

\

Let's not be
co-workers.
Let's be
co-people.

Security and Prosperity Partnership criticized by
Anti-War at Laurier for its secretive nature

Join the Cord News Team

SYDNEY HELLAND

JEREMY TREMBLAY

operation and information shar-

NEWS EDITOR

ing," according to the partnership's official website.
The partnership and discussions surrounding it are overseen
by The North American Competitiveness, a working group of the
Security and Prosperity Partnership, made up of 30 corporate representatives from some of North
America's largest companies.
Canadian Parliament has no
oversight or approval under the
current process, which has led
to criticism and the suggestion
that the SPP's structure is neither
transparent nor constitutional.
Protesters in Waterloo criticized SPP's secretive nature and
referred to it as "inherently antidemocratic."
The group moved outside the
building following a trespassing
complaint which prompted police to ask the group to leave.
The group hopes that greater
coverage of the partnership will
raise concerns about the issue
amongst the general population,
according to Kellar.
He explained that much of the
coverage the protest has already
received has focused on the issue
of the SPP rather than the disturbance the protest created.
"It wasn't just the usual [coverage]," he added.

On

Monday morning, several
members of Anti-War at Laurier (AW@L) and community
members met to protest Manulife
Financial's
participation
in the Security and Prosperity
Partnership.
The protest, which took place in
the lobby ofManulife's King Street
North office, was one of several in
Southwestern Ontario, according
to organizers.
According to AW@L spokesman Dan Kellar, the group was
pleased with the outcome of the
protest, despite the fact that the
group was unable to speak with
a company executive as it had set
out to do.
"One [goal] was to get the employees informed about the SPP,"
he said, explaining that the group
handed out flyers to employees as
they arrived for work.
The Security and Prosperity Partnership was launched in
March 2005 by Prime Minister
Paul Martin, US President George
W. Bush and Mexican President
Vicente Fox.
It's a trilateral effort to "increase

security and enhance prosperity
among the United States, Canada
and Mexico through greater co-

Faculty agreement
still in negotiation

Email:
jtremblay@cordweekly.com
&

rvasluianu@cordweekly.com
V

Many issues remain untouched during bargaining
REBECCA VASLUIANU
NEWS EDITOR
Laurier full-time faculty and university administration are entering
their third month of negotiations
with the addition of extended hours

for Friday bargaining meetings.
Negotiations began on September 1; however, there are still many
issues to be discussed, according
to Associate Director of News and
Editorial Services at the university
Kevin Crowley.
"There's still a lot on the table that
they're working their way through,"
he stated.
"You have to put in a fair bit of
patience and time as you work your
way through these deals. You put
some time in up front and that way
you get a deal that's fair and equitable for everyone."
Crowley explained that one major issue discussed was that of appointments and promotions, but no
conclusive decision can be made at

this time because those topics are
related to compensation which has
not yet been touched.
"A lot of the articles are interrelated so you sort of get through
one article and you can't quite
complete it because it's related to
another article," he commented.
Wilfrid Laurier University Faculty Association Media Relations
Officer Herbert Pimlott told The
Cord that while negotiations are
underway, there is not much news
to tell.
"There's not really much to report
except that we've agreed to extend
the hours on Friday when negotiations take place and that negotiations are moving along," he noted.
Neither side offered a specific
reason for the extension of bargaining hours on Fridays.

TESOL/TESL

Teacher Training
Certification Courses
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Intensive 60-Hour Program
Classroom Management Techniques

Planning
ESL Skills Development
Comprehensive Teaching Materials
Interactive Teaching Practicum
Internationally Recognized Certificate
Teacher Placement Service
Money Back Guarantee Included
Thousands of Satisfied Students
Detailed Lesson

Courses to keep you
on the right course.

2009 Students for Human Rights (SHR) Internships
An exciting internship opportunity is available for Wilfrid Laurier University students,
funded by the Canada Research Chair in International Human Rights at Wilfrid Laurier University (Rhoda E. Howard-Hassmann, Chair Holder)!
Opportunities are available for two Laurier undergraduate or graduate students to
participate. If your application is successful, you will have the opportunity to spend
3 months or more working with a partner agency in a developing country on
human rights (broadly defined to include civil, political, economic, social, cultural
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and collective rights).
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In past years, SHR interns have worked in the Gambia, Costa Rica, the Dominican
Republic, and Ethiopia. Interns receive up to $5,000 to cover their travel and living
expenses while on the internship. There is no salary.
_
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AU student Rick in Calgary, Alberta, Canada

DEADLINES .
For Summer or Fall 2009 placement: January 19, 2009

i

All applications must be submitted to Priya Kaur at Laurier International (located in
the Alvin Woods building, Room 1-101).
■ J;SHR application instructions, information and forms will be available
online at hassmann.wlu.ca as of December 1, 2008
mii

WLU Contact:
Priya Kaur, Student Abroad Advisor
Laurier International
Email: pkaur@wlu.ca
Phone: 519-884-0710 ext. 3784

AU is the place to pick up the classes
you need to get your degree.
Athabasca University is the perfect plug-in for your academic career. Whether you
need additional credits to graduate from your institution, or prerequisites to
complete your degree, we can help.
AU offers over 700 courses and nearly 90 undergraduate and graduate programs.
With over 37,000 students across the country and around the world, AU has helped
numerous individuals pursue their academic goals. And we'd love to help you.

So why not take the next step? Research your options online, view a university
calendar, or contact AU's Information Centre at 1-800-788-9041 for advice on how
to get started.

Flexibility. Another reason why AU stands out as a global leader in distance
learning excellence.

standouts

www.athabascau.ca/standout

1-800-788-9041
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Balancing act

THE CORD WEEKLY

CORD-O-SCOPES
Scorpio
Oct. 23 Nov. 21

Taurus
Apr. 20 May 20

"Jjik

-

Trying to balance part-time work and being a full-time student is tough, but
necessary for some Laurier students who need the cash to stay afloat

>

taurus K

-

The key to personal happiness
this month is to realize your independence. You've been too dependent on your friends, but really, you can get by without them.
After all, when your best friends
are a stalk of celery and that dead
rat that you saved from dissection
in Grade 10 biology, it's time to

It's never easy admitting that
you're wrong. So don't. This
month, when you realize that you
don't have all the answers, just
pretend you do anyways. George
W. Bush did it, and the world is
way better off for it.
Gemini

May 21-June 20

move on.

/'"W
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Sagittarius
Mars and Jupiter are distancing
themselves this month, meaning

Nov. 22-Dec. 21

Some people think that you're
cheap. But you and I both know
better than that. Just because
you haven't eaten in nine days
because white rice is expensive
doesn't mean that you're frugal.
It means you're just plain stupid.
Have a snack, then go get a job.

Capricorn
Dec. 22 Jan. 19
-

"l^r^T
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One day soon, you're going to
wake up and suddenly realize
how awful your life is. When this

LAURA TOMKINS

STUDY BREAK

A student employee at the HUB takes a break during her shift to catch up on her studies.

Cancer

Jg^

June 21-July 22

Jeez.

-

that your self-esteem is declining.
Rather than focusing on the big
things, take pride and confidence
in the little things you do, like your
ability to brush your own teeth, or
your near-fluent knowledge of the
Klingon language.

happens, don't panic. This happens to everybody. Everybody
that ends up being a total failure,
that is. At least you get to know
ahead of time.

This month, it's finally time to
come to the realization that you
have an obsessive personality.
Currently you're in denial, and
you need to snap out of it. Yes, we
all think Happy Days and ABBA
are great, but that was the '60s.
You're missing everything the '80s
had to offer!

July 23- Aug. 22

||||

Aquarius
Jan. 20 Feb. 18
-

GILLIAN FARBER
CORD STUDENT LIFE
Students' lives are already jampacked with schoolwork, sports
teams, extra-curricular activities,
volunteer work and, most importantly, a social life. It's no wonder
students seem to resist when parents encourage them to get parttime jobs during school. Working
while in school is a financial must
for some students, and for others, it
is a way to pay for those (unnecessary extra shots at the bar.
Balancing school with your social life is one thing, but adding a
part-time job into the mix means
even less time for procrastination.
Part-time jobs should not be social
suicide; rather, they should encourage students to be independent
and allow them to gain valuable
work experience for the future.
Learning to manage the demands
of a busy scholastic life with a parttime job is one of the most valuable
skills a student can learn. Here are
some useful tips to help avoid those
overwhelming feelings of stress and
anxiety. First, make a schedule and
use a calendar to mark down important deadlines throughout the
month. This will help organize your
day.
Once students acquire jobs, it is
wise to understand employers' expectations. Be up front about your
availability as a student, school
comes first. Keturah Leonforde,
the graduate and professional program coordinator at WLU's Career
Development Centre, reassures
-

students that balancing a parttime job with school is definitely
manageable. "We continue to hear
that one key transferrable skill that
students need to learn through university is time management," said
Leonforde.

academic year. Other part-time job
opportunities lie in retail and food
and beverage where employers are
relatively accustomed to employing students and, for the most part,
can abide by students' schedules.
"For the lucky few, there are

"I do recommend that students
talk with their friends who seem to
be managing well. They may have
discovered techniques that work
for them that may be worth trying,"
she continued. There are many different ways students can stay organized, and Leonforde lists a few:

some positions that will even allow or encourage students to work

You may think that your family loves you, but there's really no
proof. There's only one solution
really: a fake hostage scenario.
Trust me, love isn't priceless; everything has a cost. If they're not
willing to spend at least 100K on

on school assignments while working, for example help desk advisor

your safe return, ditch 'em and get
a new family.

"Some students use paper-based
calendars, online scheduler programs like MS Outlook, palm pilots,
wall calendars the key is not what
they use, it is that they find a system
that works for them and use it."
A student athlete at WLU who
knows balancing work and school
all too well is Jordan Schaus, line-

or model home security assistant,"
Leonforde explained. However,

it is clear that some jobs are more
demanding of students' time than
others, and Leonforde encourages
students to gain perspective and a
positive outlook by realizing, "This
too shall pass."
A great deal of stress seems to go
along with working a job and man-

aging your school work; however,
Leonforde believes that while parttime jobs can be valuable she does

backer on the Laurier varsity football team. This is Jordan's fifth year
as a Golden Hawk, and with a work
load that increases each year, as
well as working part-time at the
bookstore, he's had to find a way to
balance school and work. "I never
really used a calendar but I'm using
an agenda this year and it's working out a lot better for me," he said.
The most difficult part for Schaus

students to pursue
work at the expense of their academic performance.
Ultimately, students should
not feel like they are in a balancing act; rather, they should manage their time wisely. Leonforde
also strongly urges students to visit
the many student services and re-

is finding time to fit everything in.
His advice: "Start early, don't put
things off because things always

ment, and academic advising. Said

come up."

Leonforde agrees that on-campus jobs are convenient, but she
also understands the demands
put on students throughout their

not encourage

sources offered on campus which
tap into self-counselling, manage-

Leonforde, "At the end of the day,
life is about trade-offs, and learning
to successfully balance school and
work now lays a great foundation
for preparing for balancing life beyond university."

You're beginning to feel that other
people are dictating the way you
live your own life. Well duh, it's
called society. If you thought that
you could live a unique, meaningful life and also make a lot of
money, you were sorely misguided. You've got to choose one. I
suggest the money.
Virgo
Aug. 23 Sept. 22
-

Pisces
Feb. 19 Mar. 20
-

pistes

h

jfjj6^

This month is the time to get upto-date on technology. Ditch
your two-bit cell phone for a sexy
iPhone. Get rid of your cassette
player for an MP3 player. Swap the
board games in your living room
for a television. Trade in your old

dual-shock playstation controller for a real vibrator. Join the 21st
century already.
Aries
Mar. 21 Apr. 19
-

.

(Sms)

Cruelty is in the eye of the beholder. At least, that's what you
say when you repeatedly break
people's hearts. But you know that
sooner or later, karma is going to
catch up with you. And when it
does, all those people will be there
to say, "Behold this, asshole!"
lib

Libra

Sept. 23 Oct. 22
-

Today is going to be the day that
they're going to throw it back
to you. By now, you

Okay, so you're not really a "people person," but last week, when
you threw a cup of hot coffee in a
6-year-old girl's face because she
startled you, you knew it was time
for change. This month, practice
talking to people as if they aren't
cannibals hungry for human
flesh.

jfo

fT\

should've

somehow realized what you've
got to do. I don't believe that anybody feels the way I do about you
now. Yeah, those are Oasis lyrics.
What'cha gunna do about it?
Dave Shore has the paradoxical
problem of being a compulsive
liar, yet not being able to lie. Thus,

he writes the Cordoscopes, which
are justplain nonsensical.
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Dear Don,

thank-you
DJ Demers expresses his appreciation for Dr. Don
Morgenson's impact on his Laurier experience

DJ DEMERS
STAFF WRITER

I have a revelation that may or may

send shockwaves through the
Laurier community: Dr. Donald
Morgenson touched me.
To be perfecdy honest, I have
reason to believe that Professor Morgenson has touched a lot
of students in his five decades of
teaching. What is most amazing is
that he may not even fully realize
how many lives he has impacted.
In a speech as part of the Last
Lecture series two weeks ago, Dr.
Morgenson used his gigantic brain
to compare the act of teaching with
the Greek myth of Sisyphus, a myth
that 99 percent of us probably do
not know (be honest, you thought
of syphilis). The point he was emphasizing, pervert, was that the educator does not have a whole lot of
evidence that he or she is making a
difference but teaches with passion
regardless. (Full disclosure: I did
not attend the lecture and learned
this information from reading The
Cord last week. Fuller disclosure: I
wish I had gone.)
I thought it would be an egregiously irresponsible act if I did not
at least make an attempt to inform
him of the impact he had on my
education. I took Psychology 100
in my first year at Laurier and I was
fortunate to have Dr. Morgenson as
my professor.
I enjoyed the class so much that
I read the entire text book. I created chapter notes. I even read the
sidebars with additional information. Nobody reads the sidebars! I
attended almost every class, and I
listened attentively as Morgenson
dispensed his wisdom. He didn't
merely teach the book. He loved
what he taught and he knew it inside out. He lived it, he questioned
it and he was still learning it.
As intelligent and inquisitive as
he was, it is his kindness in class
that I remember the most. He
would go over the midterms in
not

class and explain the correct answers in-depth. If a lot of students
complained about the wording of
a particular question, he did not
dismiss their concerns. Rather, he
would read it over once again and,
seeing it from a new perspective, he
would admit to the ambiguity and
have the question stricken from the
test.

I also may have fallen asleep in a
couple of lectures (it was 8:30 a.m.,
I'm sure you understand). When I

apologized to him for dozing off, he
replied that he would much rather
have me come to class and fall
asleep than miss the class altogether. I have never forgotten his simple
and genuine response. Since that
day, when professors have angrily
woken me up during their lectures,
I have screamed, "You're nothing
like Morgenson!" before running
out of the classroom in tears.
This past weekend, I was visiting with three friends who had all
previously taken a course with the
"wise one." We all had fond memories of his classes and his innate
ability to teach the content without
diminishing the curiosity aspect of
psychology.
His entertaining anecdotes were
often relayed to the class in an offthe-cuff fashion, yet were extremely relevant to the course material.
One of my friends, Matt, remembered that all of the students in his
class actually gave Dr. Morgenson
an ovation after his first lecture because of how "funny and interesting he was." It is true that the people
clapping were first-years who did
not yet realize that university would
crush their young, delicate spirits,
but it is impressive regardless.
My friends are all recent graduates, and I will be graduating very
soon. None of us are entirely sure
of what career will make us genuinely excited to wake up every
morning. Seeing someone like Dr.
Morgenson, who has taught for
over fifty years and still has that fire
in his belly, is truly an inspiration.
Being part of a generation that has
embraced cynicism and sarcasm
in place of genuine emotion, my
instinct is to make a joke to lessen
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Laurier's favourite haunts
Halloween 2008 has come and gone, but the memories will
always be alive when you read this tale of Laurier's holiday

celebrations.
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GRAPHIC BY ALEX FILICE

PRO PROFESSOR

-

Dr. Morgenson has been teaching for over 50 years and still inspires his students.

the sappiness of the previous sentence. The fact of the matter is, Dr.
Morgenson is an inspiration.
I am not a psych major. I did,
however, enjoy psychology so
much that I minored in it (disclosure: I never read the sidebars
again). While I still remember a lot
of the psychology content that Dr.
Morgenson taught me, the main

F1

things I learned from him were not
related to the course content.
Following his example, I try to
learn something new every day,
and the source of my learning does
not have to be a definitive textbook.
If one is receptive to all stimuli, the
sources of learning are infinite. I
also learned that even if I was to become a genius with a wellspring of

knowledge, I should probably still
be a nice guy.
So there's your proof, Dr. Morgenson. You now know you have
positively impacted the life and
learning of at least four students. I
am afraid your Syphilis analogy is
no longer correct.
Oh, and thank-you.
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"Change
can

happen"
ASHLEY DOODNAUTH
STAFF WRITER
At least 338 electoral college votes
are what made Barack Obama the
first African-American president of

the United States of America last
night.
Last night, millions of people in
the US and around the world tuned
in to witness a historical event unfold. From record turnout voting to
the prospect of a female vice-president, it was a race of firsts in many
ways.
Democrat Obama took a commanding lead over his Republican
counterpart, John McCain, early in
the night. By 9 p.m. Eastern Time,
174 electoral votes were in Obama's
favour, while McCain had only captured 49.
The Political Science Association

Laurier held a gathering in the
24 Lounge that drew students from
all backgrounds together to watch
this historic event take place. Ben
Sandiford, a first-year political science major and Obama supporter
who had travelled to Denver weeks
before the Democratic National
Convention in August, expressed
his wish for the "Democrats to take
it all."
McCain's concession speech
came first and was a dignified address to his supporters, once again
outlining his hopes that Obama
would work with him and the Republican Party to help bring together a struggling nation.
Urging everyone to "come together to find the necessary compromises [and] bridge the differences," McCain said, "We fought as
hard as we could, and though we
at

fell short, the failure is mine, not
yours." He then went on to express
his support for Obama, and called
on Americans to embrace their new
president. By 3 a.m. this morning,
McCain had captured 163 electoral
votes.

However, he was "expecting Obama
to win."
States like North Carolina, Ohio
and Virginia were labelled "battleground states," where Obama triumphed over his competition.
Pennsylvania was touted as McCain's best chance at
"It's a long time coming, but
stealing a democratic-leaning state.
BECAUSE OF WHAT WE DID ON THIS
Both candidates
DAY, AT THIS DEFINING MOMENT,
invested a lot of time
and money there,
CHANGE HAS COME TO AMERICA."
more than any other
individual state; howPresident-elect Barack Obama
ever, as was the trend
of the night, Obama
Eric Merkley, a third-year Laurier
came out on top.
political science major and a strong
Barack Obama's acceptance
supporter of McCain, explained
speech began by addressing the
that he felt McCain to be a more American people and the concept
suitable individual for the presiof a united nation, instead of a red
dency and that he had "earned it." and blue country. Then, turning fo-

John McCain,
said,
"He
has
endured sacObama
rifices for America that most of us
cannot begin to imagine."
The victory, Barack Obama said
to his supporters, "belongs to you."
He then spoke on the crisis of the
nation, the wars, financial trouble
and the opportunity that presents
itself to the United States to rebuild,
to which his supporters chanted,
"Yes we can!"
Obama, in expressing his gratitude and appreciation of this historically poignant event, said, "It's
a long time coming, but because of
what we did on this day, at this defining moment, change has come
to America."
The 44th president of the United
States, Barack Obama will be sworn
into the White House on January
20, 2009.
cus to his adversary

Student escapes Rwandan genocide
Charlote Nizeyimana tells The Cord about having to leave her family behind when fleeing from Rwanda to Kenya in 1994
HEATHER MACDONALD
INTERNATIONAL EDITOR

reach road blocks. She remembers
people using the dead bodies as
road blocks, and every time a car
Everybody has a story. Not many wanted to pass, they would move
of us are brave enough to show the the bodies aside. Nizeyimana said
scars of our past to the world, or
she didn't know who the people
even to the people we come in conwere and wondered aloud, "I don't
tact with everyday. Charlote Nizeyknow why they spared us."
imana demonstrated her courage
When they finally got to Kenya,
by opening up about her life as a Nizeyimana's great aunt found a
Laurier International student from
home for her in Nairobi, where she
Rwanda.
ended up living with her aunt and
During a visit with her aunt,
four cousins for the next 14 years.
Nizeyimana left Kigali, Rwanda on But life didn't return to normal so
April 17, 1994, just a couple weeks
quickly.
after President Juvenal HabyariNizeyimana still doesn't know
mana's plane was shot down. The where her family is and, for the first
war began when Nizeyimana was
four years of her new life in Kenya,
only nine years old and, because
she did not return to school because
it was too dangerous for her to go
all she wanted to do was go back
back to her family, she and her aunt to Northern Rwanda to find her
fled to Uganda and then to Kenya
family. "The fugitive school tried to
immediately.
contact my family, but in vain; they
Nizeyimana explained that she never got them. So, I still hope that
remembers that day clearly; "I was maybe they are somewhere."
very young but I can stillremember
Nizeyimana completed schooleverything.... On the way, the boding in Kenya and was recently
ies ofthe people who had died were
sponsored by the World University
everywhere." She recalled the drive Service of Canada (WUSC) to atto Uganda as taking approximately tend Laurier. She arrived in Canada
five or six hours but was very sick on August 20 and plans to complete
along the way.
her degree in global studies.
I was so traumatized by everyAt the age of 23, Nizeyimana still
thing because before we left the thinks about her past a lot, but said
house, the bombs were starting to she doesn't like to talk about it.
fall everywhere.
It was just too
"Most of the time I keep everything
much for everybody."
to myself. I just wanted to grow up
During their flight to Uganda, like any other child. I just want
Nizeyimana, her aunt, cousins and to talk about the present, that's all."
the family that rescued them would She continued, "I think it's good
...

...

that you don't dwell on the past...
the past can't take you anywhere."
Nizeyimana then reflected on the
whereabouts of her family, stating,
"God willing, I get my family back,
but if I don't, I have to live."
She sees her future "as bright
but [she doesn't] know where
[she is] going to be." Nizeyimana is
considering the possibility of going back to Kenya because that is
where she lived for 14 years, but
said that she will never go back to
Rwanda "because for me, Rwanda
is dead. I can't go back."
Nizeyimana had to leave friends
behind. She spoke of a friend who
is currently living in the Democratic Republic of Congo, which is under the threat of civil war. The unrest has left doubts in her friend's
mind as to whether or not he will
be alive the next day. "Sometimes
you are happy you escaped [war],
but what about the people who are
left behind?"
Yet, Nizeyimana still believes
we shouldn't let the past overshadow our lives. "If I had dwelled
on the past, I wouldn't have [had]
the strength to go back to school. I
would have continued crying and
would want to go see my family."
When asked why she wanted to
share her story then, Nizeyimana
responded, "Most of the time,
people don't ask about your past
so if a person wants to know... you
should share so that they [understand] what people go through."
...

YUSUF KIDWAI

NIZEYIMANA A Laurier international student shows her strength.
-
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Searching Mexico for shamans
Krzysztof Pietroszek, IJ grant recipient, and his translator explore the
culture and rituals of shamanic people, which includes their use of peyote
KRZYSZTOF PIETROSZEK
INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISM
GRANT RECIPIENT
Sierra Madre Occidental, Mexico.
Standing in front of ten shotgunarmed Huichol natives with serious faces, I debated if pursuing an
investigation into the ancient world
of shamanic rituals was worth my
life.

Thoughts of paranoia echoed
in my head. These circumstances
bore quite a resemblance to the
tragic events which befell a group of
American documentary filmmakers just a few years ago. The journalists, who had fearlessly entered
a native village without permission,
later found themselves tortured to
death. The terrifying footage of this
event is available in the BBC archives because the camera was
rolling the entire time.
-

and East Africa already, this time
I decided to aim towards Mexico.
Among the few native groups who
presently cultivate shamanism are
Mexican Huichols
a tribe conquered neither by Aztecs nor Spaniards. When National Geographic
journalist James Norman wrote an
article on the Huichols 31 years
ago, he predicted the disappearance of their rituals within the next
few decades. Nothing like that has
happened yet.
-

"I HAVE

MAGIC]

cordance to my earlier research regarding shamanic dress. Under the
influence of peyote drink a hallucinogenic drink made of "holy"
cacti he spoke with glazed eyes.
Although it was difficult to talk to
him, I was able to understand
thanks to my translator that, three
years ago, the Council of Elders had
forbidden shamans to share their
-

-

-

-

experiences with outsiders.
But now I knew they existed.
The next day, I interviewed Ramon Mata Torres, professor emeri-

EXPERIENCED

[SHAMANIC

MYSELF

I AM

...

BUT

Believe me,
INTIMATE THING."

it is

a

very

Ramon Mata Torres, professor emeritus at the University of Guadalajara
-

So there I stood, lost in the desert
mountains, wondering if it would
be more pleasant to be scalped or
to have an axe thrown in my back.
Getting shot with a modern weapon was the least probable option. It
would be a waste of precious bullets, as I was a much slower runner
than the reindeer roasting on the
fire nearby.
While shotguns hung loosely on
the natives' backs, I took a step back
and attempted to reassure myself.

After all, I was invited here,
right? Yes, but on the other hand,
I was specifically told not to bring
camera equipment. I guess the two
fully-loaded mules I brought along
looked somewhat suspicious.
But that's why I was there: to
document the experience of my investigation of modern shamanistic
practice in Mexico.

Having visited Mongolia, India,
the Middle East, South America

of Guadalajara and
a distinguished re-

FORBIDDEN TO TALK ABOUT IT IN
detail.

tus at the University

searcher of indigenous shamanism.
Most importantly,
though, is the fact
that he had lived
among the Huichol
for thirty years and

through four
of five levels of shawent

Still, Huichol culture has little
presence in the everyday lives of
Mexicans. A few days before finding myself in the aforementioned
potentially terminal situation, full
of doubt, I took to the streets of
Guadalajara in search of shamans.
Many cityfolk had never heard
about Huichols. Those that had,
described them as "drunk, poor natives, who come to sell their craft at
a local market." The natives would
visit the market once a month on a
Sunday.
A market fruit-seller dismissed
the natives as outsiders of society.
They speak a different language,
wear different clothes one cannot
just go and talk to them.
Finally, in the market, I found
a Huichol man who introduced
himself as a shaman although his
-

-

clothes were not perfectly in ac-

manic initiation.
What does it mean for him to
be a Huichol shaman? "Shaman is
a person who sees everything. Ev-

erything..." replied Torres, his eyes
widening with the repeated word
"everything." He continued, "Shaman serves his community as a

spiritual guide, a priest of magic, so
say."
"I have experienced [shamanic
magic] myself," he said, "But I am
forbidden to talk about it in detail.

to

Believe me, it is a very intimate and

personal thing."
Communicating with spirits,
gods or daemon is done differently
in each culture, said Torres.
"Shaman may dance and sing
for hours, deprive himself of food,
sleep, water, or, very commonly,
consume a hallucinogen substance.
In the case of the Huichols, the hal-

HUICHOL CHILD Children are often included in the shamanic rituals.
-

lucinogen used is the 'flesh of god,'
called peyote. It is a desert cactus."
Peyote was popularized in Western culture by Carlos Castaneda, a
controversial pseudo-anthropologist, who convinced half of the
world that, under peyote influence,
he had experienced shamanic visions. He claimed to be guided by
the mysterious shaman Don Juan.
Castaneda then wrote a bestselling
book based on his experience titled

Teaching of Don Juan.
"Did you consume peyote yourself, sir?" I asked Torres.
"Of course. This is an integral
part of Huichols' life. Peyote is one
of the main Huichol gods. Every
member of the community, including children, consumes his body.
The interesting thing is that peyote
grows only in a desert around Real
de Catorce, which is 300 kilome-

from the place where Huichols
live," he elaborated.
"Then how do they get it?" I
asked, surprised.
"The shaman does a 500 kilometre-long pilgrimage, on foot, every
year to get a load of peyote" he replied. "When he comes back, the
Feast of Peyote begins."
The ritual of peyote is an extremely important part of Huichol shamanic traditions, often portrayed
through their unique yarn-painting
art. The ritual is a major event in
tres

the life of community. Despite the
fact that it was unlikely that my participation would be allowed, I still
hoped to meet and interview natives, so I left for the Sierra Madre
ALL PHOTOS BY KRZYSZTOF PIETROSZEK AND RICARDO RAMIREZ

PASSING PEYOTE Two men share peyote during a shamanic ritual in the Sierra Madre Occidental region.
-

Occidental region
After two solid days of driving, I
found myself lost on a dirt road at

midnight.
Stopping the car at the side of the
road in the middle of nowhere, I
could see nothing in the complete
darkness. But the lights of my car
were seen by somebody, a friendly
road worker, who came by and invited us to sleep in his tent.
One cannot imagine my surprise
when I awoke in the morning to
find myself in the middle of a Huichol's farm. Jose, the Huichol farm
owner, invited us in for breakfast.
I couldn't resist the opportunity to
ask about the ritual of peyote.
Jose told me there was an ongoing family Feast of Peyote that had
started the night before; and so I
convinced him to let me participate
in the rituals. He warned me it may
easy experience. I was
told the same in an interview with
Silvia S., the Director of National
Library in Guadalajara a few days
not be an

earlier.

"The ritual of peyote," she said,
"is often very sexually oriented. After consumption of peyote, the Huichol must go to a fire and confess
all [of] his sexual sins. It is common
that he admits he had sex with his
underage daughter. Then, when
everybody gets stoned, the orgy
starts. Men are allowed to have sex
with any woman in the community
and it is not considered adultery."

Feeling invited, I rented two
mules from Jose and walked them
a few kilometres north, into a roadless valley. That's how I found myself in the specific aforementioned
situation. One of the shotgunarmed Huichols shouted something at me, wanting to know what
I had to trade.
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Of course, I was willing to offer whatever they needed. "Large
amounts of anti-scorpion serum"
was their answer. Scorpions are the
most common cause of children's
deaths, and the closest hospital is
too far to get to. Soon we had come
to an agreement that I was to persuade the Mexican government to
send them the serum. In recognition for that, Huichols would not
only let me participate in part of the
rituals, but also film it from some
non-distracting distance. Most importantly, they promised to let me
leave in peace afterwards.
The main part of the rituals started with the first pinkish rays of the
sunset. The shaman led a procession of Huichol people into four
directions of the world: north, west,
south and east. He didn't seem
distracted by the presence of the
camera, so I dared to come a little
closer.

After the procession, the shaman burned the animal and plant

offerings, and then the blessing rite
took place. The oldest member of
the family, a father and lower-rank
shaman, blessed all of his sons by
stretching his hands, holding a
string and putting it around them.
The peyote drink was constantly
being served to everybody, including children. Over time, I could
see the characteristic absentmindedness in people's eyes. Physical
reactions slowed down. Some natives began disappearing into the
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surrounding forest, wide-eyed and
afraid.
As the camp eventually drifted
to sleep, we suddenly heard long,
loud human screams coming from
a distance. After each sentence,
there was a break as if the person
was listening to something. Then,
just barely, I heard a man's voice
answering. It seemed to come from
very far away and was almost indistinguishable from the noises of
nature. The whole community listened in silence.
I asked the shaman what the
noise was. "It is the spirit of my ancestor," he replied, his face stonecold serious. In that very moment,
lying on the ground in the middle
of the holy shamanic ritual place,
I was unsure of the borders between the worlds of rationality and
dreams. Or maybe it was peyote
odour in the air that made me irrational. Seeing my awed expression, the shaman laughed loudly
and said: "No, I was joking. It's just
a member of our community, who
got lost in the dark, and was asking
for directions."
I laughed at myself realizing to
what extent I was taken by the mystery. Soon I realized that what had
happened to me was proof that
shamanism is alive
because in
even the most rational mind, the
potential for mystical experience
stays hidden.
Shamanism culture survived in
the corners of subconsciousness of
-

-

COLOURFUL CULTURE

tional explanation and believe that
spirits talk in the forests just after
a few hours of shamanic rituals.

midnight if there is no light on.
Or when we, like me in that moment, are ready to forget any ra-

documentary material and an in-

at
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Two days later, I left the shamanic village, holding unique
vitation to come again whenever I
wished. I am currently organizing

a shipment of a large amount of
Alacramyn anti-venom as well as a

solar-powered refrigerator for the
community of Huichols because I
gave my word. And because I don't
want to be chased by the spirit of an
angry shaman, whose trust in me
was stretched too far.
-

your ears of course. Both Karl and Tom like any

combination of houses and Pez candy.
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A shaman (seated) serves as the focus of the family Feast of Peyote celebration.

every one of us. When we hesitate
for a second while deciding whether or not to cross the street after a
black cat has passed. When we irrationally fear going into a basement
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Come celebrate the rebirth of music from some of the greatest
musicians who've bassed. Ressurected brings back the dead and
Plays the finest of music's past. Think Bob Marley, Jiml Hendrlx,
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The bargaining tab
WLUS ' ap ro
- FROM UNION, COVER
One students' union that feels they have been successful in maintaining an advocacy role while preserving
their relationship with admin is the undergraduate
student society at Laval University, CADEUL.
Simon Berube, president of CADEUL, notes that the
association strives to avoid interconnecting their representation and their other dealings.

"When we talk
about
seryices
and
do.J~ ~~"
J~
l"·
',
, .•

'

.J

dl',;

unions must be willing to take a stance.
"There are times when administration policy runs
counter, in our opinion, to the best interests of students, and in such cases the administration needs to
be held to account;' he said.
Duff also highlights that with the need for strong
collaboration between administrations and students'
unions, when students challenge the university it
doesn't mean this will negate their established working relationships.
If anything, Duff sees
students standing up
for their interests
as a chance for
them to earn

•.
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most of the
time
r,
,
, we have an excellent relationship;' said Berube. "Sometimes we have
difficulties ... It's a challenge to try to separate issues:'
Berube notes that there are times when the union
takes a stance against admin, such as a couple weeks
ago when the university tried to schedule classes during the fall reading week after a brief faculty strike.
Though the students' union initially agreed to allow classes during this time, as long as no exams were
scheduled, after an outcry from the student body they
went back on their word and fought for their week off.
"The main thing of a student association or a student union is not to be at break when the student
movement rises;' said Berube.
"It's not our job to calm people down when they're
angry; it's our job to use this discontent to go forward
to the university;' he added.
Joe Duff, Ontario organizer of the Canadian Federation of Students (CPS), an advocacy group representing over eighty students' unions nationally, notes that
at times it can be difficult for schools to achieve a balance between representative and service-based roles.

"IT'S NOT OUR JOB TO CALM PEOPLE
DOWN WHEN THEY'RE ANGRY; IT'S OUR
JOB TO USE THIS DISCONTENT TO GO
FORWARD TO THE UNIVERSITY."

- Simon Berube, Laval University

Citing the example of the York Federation of Students, Duff notes how students' unions can engage in
too much of one activity, forgetting about the other.
"The York Federation of Students for example, in the
'90s, got very embroiled in doing really awesome political work;' said Duff.
"[They]lost sight of some of the services work and as
a result the Students' Centre that was paid for by student money is not run by students, and that's because
they lost it:'
However, Duff notes that when the occasion arises

the respect of the administration and of
students.
"If you're willing to compromise all your principles
simply to appease your administration ... then you've
sold out your members;' said Duff.
And though WLUSU does feel that they do challenge
the university, the current student-administration arrengement has been in place for quite some time, in
which the students have opted to work closely with
administration.
"It wasn't an accident. We really worked at it from
early times;' explained Fred Nichols, who served as
Laurier Dean of Students from 1968- 1996, and has
been widely credited with establishing this current
working relationship.
"And I doubt, even to this day, that the students genuinely wanted [something] that they didn't get:'
Nichols encouraged students to meet with university admin on a regular basis, and feels that these relationships paid off because when the students needed
something from the university, it wasn't denied.
"In the '60s when there were protests all over North
America, students wanting parity, demanding this ...
they already had it here;' said Nichols.
"It's that kind of relationship that we had really fostered and championed right from day one;' he added.
It was the work of the Students' Union and Nichols
paired with that of the university that led to the current
Operating Procedures Agreement (OPA).
This agreement recognizes WLUSU as the official
representative of undergraduate students and permits
the business operations the union engages in, such as
running the Terrace, Wilf's, the Turret and the C-Spot.
It is thought that because of endeavors such as these,
WLUSU has come to be in an economically advantageous position- they currently have a budget of $11.5
million - compared to other students' unions.
"For your size, your students' union has a fairly
strong fiscal situation;' noted Howie Bender, the executive director of the Ontario Undergraduate Student
Alliance (OUSA), a provincial lobby group representing students' unions in the province.
"You have a very healthy budget and that's also
something that's unique to WLUSU;' he added.

Bender feels that this rarity may stem from the influence of Laurier's re-endowed business program.
"The operation of WLUSU has been influenced by
the school of business;' said Bender.
Aside from the OPA between the university and admin, there is also a Student Services Operating Procedures Agreement (SSOPA), which brings students to
the table to oversee the services provided on campus.
These include Health and Counselling Services, the
Diversity Centre and Residence Life.
"The voting members are 50/50 in terms of student
representation and university representation;' explained Dean of Students David McMurray.
"They vote on everything that we need approval to
manage student life on campus, the most important
being the budget;' he said.
Since coming to the university in 1996, McMurray
has worked to continue the legacy of his predecessor Fred Nichols, and tries to develop strong
personal relationships with the student leaders at the university.
This is accomplished through initiatives
such as the annual Dean's Trip where student leaders, McMurray and other key university personnel travel to schools in Canada
and the United States.
"It gives senior administration a chance to get
to know the student leaders and understand what
their priorities are;' said McMurray.
"I believe it's so much more productive at the end
of the day for students. If you're not working together,
you're working at odds, there's far less that can be accomplished;' he added.
Though such personal relationships may be beneficial in day-to-day operations, when points of
contingency arise between admin and students, the
union often forgoe an aggressive stance in trying to
preserve these relationships.
This is apparent in instances such as last year's Contract Academic Staff (CAS) strike, in which the Students' Union was not particularly visible.
WLUSU only issued a statement- neutral in stance - almost a week into the
strike; and when they did hold a day
of action, it was on the last day of
the semester, which was also the
day that the 21 -day strike was expected to end.
Notably, the rally
had minimal turnout
especially
compared to the
large-scale ones
organized by the
Student Solidarity group, which
was formed by independent students,
who were in no way
associated with the
Union.
In
comparison,
this
September
when the University
of Windsor's faculty
went on strike, their
students' union issued a statement of
support for faculty
both prior to and once
the strike commenced,
engaged in ongoing communication with faculty and
administration so they could inform students of progress, and held a
rally outside a university Board of Gover-

nors meeting, with a turnout of about 400 SJ
"The strike itself, and how we dealt with
we worked with the university ... I don't kn
could have done this much differently to
students;' said Tiffany Gooch, president of
of Windsor Students' Alliance (UWSA).
Though Gooch notes it was difficult decif
such a strong stance on the issue, because
dents disagreed with it, she felt that as ele
sentatives they were obligated to do so.
"If we had chosen to be neutral we wm
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stance on the issue, because many stued with it, she felt that as elected repre:y were obligated to do so.
chosen to be neutral we wouldn't have

had a voice at all. In neutrality, yes, we'd represent the
students, but really what direction would I have had in
the media to speak on? I think in a way it might have
ended up looking like a cop out:'
Gooch feels that it is during challenging times, such
as union strikes, when leadership becomes apparent.
"When you're the official representative of students
it's not just the easy decisions that you make, it's also
the harder ones;' said Gooch.

"Being visible and being clear on those stances is
very important. ... Not doing anything is not serving
the students:'
Gooch notes that despite their stance on the issue it
didn't hinder their partnership with administration.
"[They) definitely respected our support of the faculty and didn't see this as an 'us versus them' issue:'
Another instance of a students' union taking a bold

stance against administration was at the University of
Ottawa last year, when the school tried to issue a Code
of Conduct, which would place limits on how U of 0
students could behave outside of the classroom.
Federico Carvajal, external director of the University of Ottawa's Graduate Students' Association (OGSA),
explained how their students' union "mobilized" by
informing the students of the issue (by sending them a
draft of the Code), forming a coalition group, circulating a petition and organizing a rally in late April, which
was attended by about 500 students.
In the end, administration lifted the code they
hoped to apply to the student body.
"It allowed students to see the role of the students'
union on campus;' said Carvajal.
He also noted that since the Code of Conduct issue,
the union has become more active in things such as
the current "Drop Fees Campaign" petition, which has
been signed by about 30 percent of the student body.
"This [change) stems from the fact that administration changed tactics after that because administration
came to understand the power of the students' union;'
said Carvajal, adding that you don't have to sacrifice
the relationship just because you disagree.
"It brought huge change for the University of Ottawa, and it wouldn't have been the case if we had just
sat there and been nice .... [Students] need to be able to
mobilize strength we do have, which is numbers."
Though the Students' Union at Laurier may have
been hesitant in recent memory to'oppose admitiistration, Le Fevre is confident that if the right issue arises
WLUSU will be willing to break with tradition.
"There may be need at some point ... some sort of action to really push something forward;' said LeFevre.
"If there is ever a point of major contention ... even
if there was a need for a major protest ... I think that
there's enough respect ... to be able to say 'Alright,
they're pissed off, lets move forward:"
See PAGE 18 for editorial reaction to this story
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'Stangs shoot downHaks
RYAN STEWART

INTERCEPTION!

-

Mustangs defensive back Matt Carapella intercepts Golden Hawks quarterback Luke Thompson's pass intended for Josh Bishop during semi-final action in London.

Golden Hawk football sang their final song of the 2008 season on Saturday, falling 33-28 to the Western Mustangs in semi-final
action, but the teams of the OUA have only gotten a taste of the young powerhouses WLU will come back with next season
LAUREN MILLET
SPORTS EDITOR
The 2008 Golden Hawk football season came to an end last Saturday;
however, the team did not leave
quietly. Battling right to the dying
seconds, the Hawks fought to piece
together a marvellous comeback
but simply ran out of time, falling
36-28 to perennial arch-rivals the
Western Mustangs.
"I couldn't be more proud of a
group of coaches and players, than
I am of those kids right there," com-

mented Manager of Football Operations and Head Coach Gary Jeffries. "They absolutely played their
hearts out, that's all you can ask."
Second-year quarterback Luke
Thompson put the Hawks on the
board with an 11 -yard pass to thirdyear receiver Josh Bishop in the
endzone, giving them a 7-3 lead.
It was not Thompson's day on
Saturday, completing just 6 of 17 for
62 yards. He also accumulated five
interceptions.
The second quarter would see
Mustangs kicker Darryl Wheeler
kick four balls through the uprights
which, combined with his one in
the first, tied the OUA record at five
for number of field goals in a game.
He later would tie the CIS record at
six.
The Hawks offence was struggling to move the ball and string
together plays, while the Mustangs
were firing on all cylinders.
The defence managed to keep

the Mustangs out of the endzone,
resulting in the first time Western has gone a half without scoring a touchdown since they faced
Queen's on September 27. The

teams took to the dressing rooms
after two quarters leaving a 15-7
score on the board favouring the

Mustangs.
"We needed to change the moaround," commented veteran quarterback lan Noble. This
change came near the end of the
third quarter in the form of Noble
himself.
mentum

With the help of a huge punt return by receiver Dillon Heap, the
offence started stringing together
first downs. Noble led the Hawks
to 21 unanswered points, courtesy
of a wide open nine-yard pass to
receiver BJ Malott, a 40-yarder to
rookie Shamawd Chambers and
another 11-yard toss to Malott.
Kicker Chris Mamo converted on
all three touchdowns.
With the scoreboard now reading 33-28, the Hawks had brought
themselves back into the game.
"We played our hearts out today,
we left it all on the field. The guys
never gave up," said an emotional
Noble after the game. "There was
a time when we could have just
rolled over, but I'm so proud of the

guys for fighting back."
The
comeback
just wasn't
enough, however, as Heap fumbled
a punt return leaving enough room
for the Mustangs to score another
field goal, putting the game just out
of reach at 36-28.
"We never think we're the underdogs. We think we can beat anyone
in the country on any given day. We
showed that today," said Noble.
"This football team will never
quit," said Jeffries. "People can write
we weren't
us off all they want
to
be
here
even supposed
today.
But we're here and we competed
...

like hell. The kids that played their
last game, they can leave here pretty darn proud that they went out
and played as hard as they could."
Noble is one of those guys dressing for the last time in the purple
and gold, and despite Thompson's
lacklustre performance on Saturday, he has no concerns about

handing over the reins.
"Luke Thompson is the future of
the team, we need a good quarterback, and he's going to bring the
team together in years to come,"
commented Noble. "If Luke wasn't
as good a leader as he is, I would
come back. But the team will be
fine in his hands."
A teary-eyed Thompson was
quick to praise Noble for supporting him the whole season after taking over the starting spot in game
two. "Good things happen to good

[Western] on their heels a little bit,
unfortunately we were a little bit
short in the end."
He credited Noble's impressive
comeback to his big game experience, but that Thompson was simply too good to sit on the bench all
year.
"At the beginning of the year, we
were a team without a face," said
Cormack.
"Thompson stepped
and
filled
those shoes. He led
up
our offence to successful games
one after another because of his

explosiveness."
While the Hawks have sung their
swan song this year, the future is a
bright one at University Stadium.

"We've grown a whole bunch, and
we grew again today. We're always
going to be a good football team,"
said Jeffries. "There are a lot of good
kids coming back. We're excited
about the future."
"Our defence is just stacked with
amazing rookies and Shamawd
Chambers is an absolute superstar,"

said Cormack.
The off-season starts immediately, and the loss will soon become
yet another thing of the past.
"We know how hard we have
to work and everyday will be a
new challenge for us," concluded

Thompson.

people that act the way he acted in
his situation," said Thompson. "The
veteran leadership that he showed
all year, he couldn't have handled
any situation that was thrown at
him better. I couldn't be more
proud of him today."
Noble completed 11 of 17, throwing for 146 yards and the three
touchdowns. Veteran running back
Ryan Lynch, also playing his last
game for the Hawks, rushed for a
mere 56 yards in 12 carries.
Defensive lineman Steve Cormack and free safety Courtney
Stephen led the defence with five
solo tackles and three assisted hits
each.

"Giving up is not part of our mot[Coach Jeffries] ever wants
from us is to compete," said Cormack. "We came out in the second
half guns a-blazing, trying to catch
to. All

RYAN STEWART

BALL GRAB

-

BJ Malott catches lan Noble's toss for a touchdown.
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Women's soccer scores gold
After a provincial bronze medal last year, the Golden Hawks return from the 2008 OUA champioships with another medal, and
this time the colour is gold as they defeat Ottawa in a shootout and are crowned champions for the first time since 1995
-

FROM WOMEN, COVER

"It's unreal!" commented defender
Sadie Anderson, who scored the
game-winning shot for the Hawks.
"We justwent in there knowing that
we didn't want to do anything but
win and so we just got it done."
The Hawks first faced the Carleton Ravens on Saturday and came
out strong, scoring two goals before
the half-hour mark.
They took control of the play
early, leaving the Ravens surprised
and disheartened with their strong
early lead.
Returning to the pitch in the second half the Hawks showed less
dominance, and both teams netted
one ball. They were able to hold off
their opponents with a 3-1 lead at
the final whistle, advancing themselves into the OUA final.
"After that we didn't play as
well, but players were also worried
about getting hurt and making sure
that fitness was up for the second
day," explained Head Coach Barry
MacLean.

While in Sunday's match Ottawa
dominated most of the play in the
first half, it was the Hawks' defensive ability that kept them in the
game, holding off the Gee Gees' attacks and limiting their chances on
net.

"We were shell-shocked the first
half. Ottawa came out fast and furious and they put us under a lot of
pressure," said MacLean.
"We are very resilient defensively; we don't give up many chances.
That's right across our team, it's not
just our defenders that are good, we

defend well across the field."
Laurier made some changes in
the lineup and came out with determination in the second half.
While the Gee Gees continued to
have more chances, the Hawks
kept them at bay and at the final
whistle the game remained 0-0.
The two teams battled through
a half-hour of extra time, both unwilling to concede what would be
a fatal goal.
At the end of a scoreless overtime
period the fate of the OUA championship lay in a penalty shootout.
The Hawks handled the pressure
of the shootout for the OUA title
impressively, with four out of five
players firing the ball into the net
to secure the win over Ottawa, who
missed two shots.
"When we get to penalties I just
say it's whatever happens, happens
at that point in time, to take pressure off the players. But when you
are going up it's definitely heartstopping and our players handled
it very well," said MacLean.
Despite having scored the gamewinning goal, Anderson credits the
whole team's efforts for the victory
and recognizes that it was not just
one person's effort that got them so
far.
"It's not fair just to put all that on
me," commented Anderson. "Everyone did their job too and I just
happened to be last."
"Our chemistry is really good
with each other, we trust each other
and I think that helps a lot."
"We have a great spirit within
our team and there is an incredible
camaraderie amongst the players,"

MIKE WHITEHOUSE LAURIER ATHLETICS
-

STEADY STRIKE

-

Ali McKee prepares for a shot during the Hawks' OUA gold medal

said MacLean.
The Hawks will now travel to
British Columbia where they will
compete in the CIS national com-

petition hosted by Trinity Western.
With a young team looking to grow
in the next few years, this experience will prove to be valuable for
the Hawks.
"From my perspective, our goal
is to win the national championship and I think we have a chance,
but the group of players we have are
very young still so this is an experience for them to understand what

it's going to take to win that," said
MacLean.

"When we're confident, I don't
foresee that anybody is better than
us, and it's just a matter of us continuing to grow and move forward."
The Hawks' first CIS challenge
will be against hosts Trinity Western in the quarter-final match. The
game will take place on Thursday at

Ottawa.

GOLDEN HAWK

UPDATE
Week of
November 4 10, 2008
-

RECENT SCORES
10.29.08
W Basketball 49 Waterloo 52
-

6:30 p.m.

there and compete
"I
well and have good performances.
We are going to go to compete to
win each game," said MacLean.

game in

10.30.08
M Hockey 4 Windsor 3
-

want to go

10.31.08
W Volleyball 1 Guelph 3
M Volleyball 2 Guelph 3
-

-

11.1.0S
W Basketball 73 Windsor 89
W Volleyball 0 McMaster 3
M Volleyball 0 McMaster 3
W Hwekey 3 Brock 0
M Hockey 6 Waterloo 2
M Football 28 Western 36 (SF)
M Soccer 2 Carleton 1 (SF)
W
1 (SF)
3
-

-

-

Gold medal for
soccer Hawks
-

FROM MEN, COVER

Cawker, the striker who began the
year in the stands rather than on
the pitch, bolted onto the misplayed pass. Lions keeper Alim Karim was slow getting to the ball, and
Cawker won the ball away from his

LAURA TOMKINS

GOLDEN BOOT

-

Spencer Cawker scored the winner against York.

grasp, lobbing it over the sprawledout keeper into the net.
York would fail to counter and,
as the referee blew the whisde,
the Hawks stormed the field. After 360 minutes of playoff soccer,
two penalty shootout victories and
wins over the top-ranked teams in
the country, the Hawks were goldmedal champions.
After capturing the school's first
Blackwood trophy since 2000, OUA
Coach of the Year Mario Halapir
was grasping to put the win in context: "I can't put it into words because right now it's surreal."

The Hawks managed to reach the
final after dropping the numberone ranked Carleton Ravens 2-1 in
penalty kicks the day before; a win
that exhausted the Hawks.
"To handle [Carleton] physically
took so much out of us
it took so
much out of us mentally and physically," commented Halapir.
But Laurier was able to tap into
their well of energy against York.
Knowing they were the proverbial underdog, El-Abbar noted that
only made the victory sweeter: "We
just went beyond the limits, we just
proved everybody wrong."
Despite being part of two national championship teams, Halapir has never seen a squad like this.
"These guys have achieved something very special," he said. "They
made me believe today."
The Hawks begin their quest for
the national title on Thursday in
Ottawa facing Trinity Western.
...

-

-

-

-

Soccer

W-rfockiy 4

-

Guelph 3

M Soccer 1 York 0 (FINAL)
W Soccer 1 Ottawa 0 (FINAL)
-

-

tSf
UPCOMING HOME GAMES

SgßMra&L

•
\-

ilj

11.06.08
M Hockey vs Waterloo
Sunlife Arena, 7:30 p.m.

112

11.07.08

M Hockey vs Brock
inlife Arena, 7:30 p.m.

11.08.08
W Hockey vs UOIT
Suiilife Arena, 7:30 p.m.
11.09.08
W Hockey vs Queen's
Suiilife Arena, 7:30 p.m.

LAURIER BOOKSTORE
ATHLETES OF THE WEEK
Luke Girard
Aim's Hockey
Mai Woeller
Women '$ Soccer
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Hawks down Lancers and Warriors
The men's hockey team picked up two wins last week over Windsor and Waterloo, and now sit in first place in the OUA Far West
JAMIE NEUGEBAUER
STAFF WRITER
It's never a dull game when the
Golden Hawks men's hockey team
squares off against the University of
Waterloo Warriors, and Saturday's
showdown proved no different. Indeed, the two teams combined for
a whopping 121 penalty minutes
over the affair at UW's home Columbia Ice Fields. In the end, the
Hawks proved to be the better team
of the evening, emerging with a 6-2
victory.
"I like the way we maintained
composure
we just needed to
with
the
stick
game plan," mentioned Head Coach Kelly Nobes. "I
-

thought we did a good job."
The purple and gold headed into
the match after coming off of a
dominating performance over the
University of Windsor Lancers the
previous Thursday. Although Laurier out-shot Windsor 42-26, the
score was only 4-3 in favour of the
Hawks due to the outstanding goaltending of Lancers net-minder Jim

Watt, a former WHL starter.
The tiny rink at the Ice Fields is
always a difficult place to play, and
it took the Hawks some time to get
going. Captain Nick Vergeer got the
scoring started at the 17:56 mark of
the opening frame when he prettily
deflected rookie Phillip Magistrale's
shot past Waterloo goaltender Aar-

on Barton.

In the second period, Laurier's
high pressure and high-speed fore-

check began to wear down the bigger, but slower, Waterloo defence.
The Hawks' dynamic duo
Mark
-

Voakes and Jean-Michel Rizk
struck a mere 46 seconds in as Rizk
froze a Warrior defenceman at the
Waterloo blueline before feeding
Voakes for a perfect wrist-shot into
-

the top part ofthe net.
The Hawks would score twice
more in the period while Warriors
veteran David Edgeworth put his
men on the board at 10:17. The
Hawks held a commanding 4-1
lead after two.
When the buzzer sounded for
the end of the second stanza,
Warrior defenceman Aaron Dileo
crashed into Hawks net-minder Jeff

MacDougald unnecessarily and
a large melee ensued. After a few
moments, Laurier's leading scorer
Jean-Michel Rizk and Waterloo's
defender Brandon Mulholland
emerged from the crowd to engage
in a full-fledged one-on-one fight.
Mulholland landed a few jabs
on the Laurier winger, prompting
blood to flow from Rizk. Fifteen dif-

ferent penalties were called when
the dust settled, and both Rizk and
Mulholland will face suspensions
from the league.
"It's not a fighting league; we
just put it behind us," added cap-

NATASHA DILKIE

FACE-OFF

-

Captain Nick Vergeer wins the puck with the help of teammate Mark Voakes during their win.

tain Vergeer. "I think the boys knew
what had to be done we had to
take care of the win and take care of
some other stuff and I think we did
a good job."
Fourth-year forward Luke Girard
scored twice in the third period for
the Hawks, including a short-handed empty-netter to seal the win.

the former Captain of the
Ray
Kelowna Rockets of the WHL also
found the net in the period to make
the final score 6-2.
"It's a smaller ice [surface], we
got to get two men to the net and
we talked
get some ugly goals
about that in practice this week,"
said Vergeer. "I think we accom-

Dynamic Waterloo forward Chris

plished that."

-

-

-

-

As of the end of the weekend action, the Hawks sit in first place in
their division and in the OUA with
a record of 6-1 -1 after 8 games. Laurier is ranked eighth in the nation
heading into this week's matches
against Guelph on Thursday and
Brock on Friday. Both games are
slotted for 7:30 p.m. at the Waterloo
Recreational Complex.

Volleyball Hawks lose
first two home games

Women drop sets to
Guelph and McMaster

JUSTIN FAUTEUX

TREVOR SCHEIDEL
STAFF WRITER

STAFF WRITER

Coming off a disappointing 3-2 loss to Guelph in the regular season opener, the Golden
Hawks men's volleyball team looked to rebound on Saturday night, when they took on
the McMaster Marauders. Unfortunately, the
Marauders, who are ranked first in the OUA,
and second in the CIS, proved to be too much
for the Hawks as they won in straight sets,
dropping them to 0-2 in the regular season.
"We looked a little frustrated, probably
from the bad loss we had last night," said
Head Coach Shayne White. "We're a young
group, so we didn't really know how to handle that very well and Mac's the number-two
team in the nation, and they played like it."
Early in the first set, the Hawks matched
up well against the powerful Marauders'
frontcourt, thanks to some strong blocks and
powerful kills from second-year Matt Polley. However, the tide seemed to shift after
a long rally featuring several beautiful digs
from Hawks second-year libera Dave Hamilton was ended by a powerful strike from
Marauder fifth-year Nathan Groenveld, who
would be a force all night. From there, the
Marauders' massive frontcourt would take
over, stuffing any attempted hit and blasting
kill after kill right through the hands of the
Laurier blockers. The Marauders would go
on to take the first set by a convincing 25-11
margin.
The second set was almost a mirror image
of the first. McMaster's front court continued
-

-

their domination, with crushing hits and solid blocks. Their power seemed to get in the
heads of the young Hawks team as they began committing errors such as long hits, poor
passing and sloppy blocking. Mac would go
on to take this set by a score of 25-15.
"We served too easy, and that just made
their offence come easily," commented
White. "But they're an older team of fourthand fifth-year guys, they've got a ton of

experience."
The third set saw the Hawks put forth an

inspired performance, keeping themselves
even with the powerhouse Marauders. At
the end of a very entertaining set, the young
Laurier squad found themselves a point
away from sending the match to a fourth set
against the second-best team in the nation.
However, the experience of the Marauders'
veteran lineup came through, as McMaster
came back twice and ended up winning the
deciding set 27-25, taking the match 3-0.
With such a young team that only features
one fourth-year, and no third-years, a performance like the third set was huge for the
team's confidence. "Today was a good sign.
We were one point away from making that
match go to four [sets]. With young guys like
this, we've got to get the belief in them that
they're good," said White. "As a group, nobody was great today, but they're going to be
great."
The Hawks take their quest for the first win
of the regular season on the road, heading to
Windsor to take on the Lancers next Saturday
at 3:00 p.m.

The Wilfrid Laurier Golden Hawks women's
volleyball team came into Saturday night's
game against the McMaster Marauders
looking to even up their record at 2-2.
After a tough 3-1 loss to Guelph the
previous night, the Hawks were hoping to
bounce back and play a much better game.
Unfortunately, the undefeated Marauders proved to be too strong all night, winning three sets to none.

However, Head Coach Luke

Snider

felt the team had a much better game on

Saturday.
"Today was much better than yesterday.
Yesterday with the Guelph match, we had
trouble executing the very basic fundamentals that are required to play volleyball," said Snider.
The Hawks' slow starts forced them to
play from behind for the entire game and
whenever they closed the gap, the Marauders were quick to respond and re-establish
a comfortable lead.
"We had a solution for everything that
McMaster threw at us, but we did not con-

sistently execute those fundamentals," said
Snider.
The Hawks were in striking distance the
entire first set and tied the game at 23 after a gruelling and intense rally highlighted
by great net play from second-year Megan

Gilmore.
However, they were not able to capture

the lead due to a long serve.
The Marauders quickly set up an attack
and ended the set.
In the second set, the Hawks trailed 6-1
early and the Marauders continued to increase their lead.
McMaster's quick back sets were dominant and

nearly unstoppable throughout

the game.
Along with the back sets, the Marauders
rode the great plays of Sarah Kiernen and
Heidi Bench to a 25-17 second-set win.
Another slow start in the third set negated any chance for the Hawks to legitimately
get back into the game.
The team was down 13-6 early on and
were never able to come within four points

of the Marauders.
Despite the spectacular defence and attacks of second-year outside hitter Tesca
Andrew-Wasylik, the Hawks just could not
gain possession of the lead at any point
during the last two sets. They were beaten

25-15 in the third set.
"Tesca is definitely our strongest attacker
right now and a very dynamic player," said
Snider. "She provides a real stability for

us."
The Hawks may be 1-3, but they still have
a lot of games left to improve their record

and play.
They play their next game at 1 p.m. this
Saturday in Windsor while their next home
game is set for November 14 at the Athletic
Complex against the University of Toronto.
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solution, tips and computer
programs at www.sudoku.com

©

Puzzles by Pappocom
VOLUNTEERWITH FRIENDS PROGRAM
Volunteer a few hours weekly during the
school day and make a life-long difference to a child. Volunteers are matched
by the CanadianMental Health Association with children who need additional
support at school. FRIENDS operates in
partnership with the local schoolboards
and helps children 4-15 years.
Call 744-7645x317
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I earned my undergraduate degree.

Now, I want a
rewarding career*

4 WINTER TRUCK TIRES FOR SALE

WINTERFORCE M&S; P255/70R16
Excellent Condition and Tread.
$100 for the set.
519-888-1876; ask for Robert

*not just a job

MATTRESSES
If ydu are having problems with your
mattress in residence, relief is readily
available. Call Peter at 519-498-0776 for
a selection including quilted top single
($169), pillow top ($199), euro top
($239), etc. Delivery is only $20 or pickup (Morriston on Hwy. 6 S of 401). Your
comfort is guaranteed.

In less than one year, Humber
postgraduate programs will help
you launch your career in:
•

•

•

•
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Financial Planning
Human Resources
International Development
International Marketing
Marketing Management
Public Administration

Building on your university degree,
Humber's postgraduate programs offer a
concentrated curriculum, career-focused
courses and practical field placements.
You'll gain the real-world experience and
skills that employers value most.

®
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Get the career you want

-
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apply now.
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Students needs advocacy
One thing is certain, the Wilfrid
Laurier University Students' Union

(WLUSU) is unique among others
in Canada.
Our union's working relationship with university administration is unparalleled; the Union has
a strikingly large budget compared
to the size of Laurier, and has detailed operating agreements with
the university.
Having such a unique union
comes with its advantages. For one
thing, student voice accounts for
half the decision-making power
on all matters concerning student
services.
It means there is less friction in
decision-making, and WLUSU has
enough money to fund all of its
various projects to help students.
The possibility exists for strong

dialogue between student representatives and top administrators.
But, for all of these advantages,
WLUSU betrays a large part of what
it means to be a students' union
representing the student body.
Unlike most other schools,
WLUSU chooses to engage almost
unilaterally in back-door negotiations with administration any time
issues arise, ignoring direct advocacy, the method that many unions
-

use.

WLUSU continually fails to take
strong stances or sometimes any
stance at all when contentious is-

-

sues arise.

This summer, when Food Services announced its new policy to not
refund money to first-year students

who don't use up their Prime Dollars, WLUSU negotiated an agreement with them. They never did,

however, release any statement outlining the stifdent position, nor did
they publicly protest the decision.
More recently, when Special
Constable Services proposed carrying pepper spray while on duty,
the union's Board of Directors
(BOD) again failed to come out
with a public statement of student
opinion in a timely manner.
These issues were small, however, compared to last March's part
-time faculty strike. When WLUSU

eventually issued a statement almost a week into the strike, it was
neutral in stance. By the time they
organized a student day of action
to protest the strike, it was three
weeks into the ordeal, and fell on
the same day the strike ended.

These are only a few examples of
how WLUSU has failed to represent
the voices of students.
It is little wonder that few students bother to vote in WLUSU
elections when they feel that they
are not being represented.
When advocacy does occur on
campus, it falls to independent
student groups that don't have the
same sway as the Union.
Without ever openly fighting for
the needs of students, WLUSU gives
off the impression that they align
themselves more with the administration than the student body.
The president of the University of
Laval's Students' Association said
that it is not his job to calm down
students when they are angry. This
is a statement WLUSU should take

heart.
Rather than trying to be the mediators between administration
and an upset student body, our
representatives should take our
concerns and act as an oudet for
to

representation.
There are many reasons for failed
representation, but one of the most
significant is the close personal relationship between student leaders
and administrators.
While a close relationship between student representatives and
the dean of students is essential,
similar relationships with other administrators are problematic. These
do not help them to create a professional working distance. They
have the opposite effect, a situation
where WLUSU is afraid to strongly
oppose the administration on key
issues.

Taking strong stances in opposition to the administration, especially on important issues like last
year's strike, would likely not hurt
their relationship with administrators, but would foster one of professional respect.
The students deserve the opportunity to say no to policies rather
than negotiate them, and WLUSU
is our best means of doing so.
It is time that Laurier's Students'
Union recognizes the need to better
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Students should be excited about leaving university for the working world

Finally, I am in my fourth year
of university and on track to graduate in the spring. Although this is
my last year of university, it is also
my last year of a long and drawnout education that has taken al-
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Don't fear the real world

ally take meaningful stances on all
issues and to use student advocacy
in an effective way.
If it takes another crisis on campus for this to happen, then so be

represent its constituents, to actu-
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Once this school year is up, 1
and many other students will be
thrown out into what is known by
many as the "real world." And I'm
ready for it.
When I was a wee lass back in
first year, I was clinging to my four
years at university. Between years
two and three, as I slowly came
closer to graduating, I was one of
the many people who feared the
real world; I was nervous.
But this summer, something
changed. As my four-month break
from university was coming to a
close, I realized I had to jump right

back into schooling and I wasn't
sure how excited I was about it.
Sure, I missed all my friends
and couldn't wait to get back into
the swing of partying and socializing, but with that came school and
its evil friend, structure.
Go to class, read a zillion articles, get behind, write some pa-

pers and finish it all off with a final
exam. As I sat in my first seminar
class of the year bombarded with
oodles of work, my thoughts were
confirmed: I'm ready for the real

on top of their academic studies,
preparing them for and getting

world.

Having said that, students
shouldn't feel pressed to dive
right into lifelong career mode either (might as well stay in school
if you wanted to do that). Test out
the waters before you settle down
into a full-blown career.
Everybody has goals and aspirations, jobs they want to pursue
and careers they dream of doing, but considering the youth of
many graduates, this leaves plenty

Sure the real world won't involve
professors, lectures, forced readings or papers, but we shouldn't
be scared of change.

Students have been so immersed in the culture of schooling, from kindergarten straight
through to university, it's no wonder many of us fear the real world.
It's something new, something
different.

them excited to leave university
and find jobs that actually interest
them.

Students have been so immersed

of time to have
fun and make

mistakes before
finding a career
KINDERGARTEN STRAIGHT THROUGH
and settling into
TO UNIVERSITY, IT'S NO WONDER
a new life in the
real world.
MANY OF US FEAR THE REAL WORLD.
Education
might reappear
But that's what makes it so great!
after university, but it won't hurt
Students should be excited to get
to take a break before that. Wait
out of university and set themand see what the real world has
selves free into the real world and to offer before deciding to conall the opportunities that await.
demn yourself back to the world
IN THE CULTURE OF SCHOOLING, FROM

I'm going to graduate with a
double major in English and cultural studies, but what does that
even mean?

The experiences that should be
valued within university are the
extra-curricular ones, the things
one does outside of the normalized structure of schooling.
Students should be encouraged to find groups and clubs on
campus that pique their interests

of schooling.

Quite honestly, I don't know
where my life is going to lead me.
All I know is that I'm confident in
my abilities to succeed out there in
the real world and there's no reason why you shouldn't be either.
When it all comes down to it,
you shouldn't be scared of the real

world. It should be scared ofyou.

letters@cordweekly. com
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Western problems, Eastern solutions
Devon Butler weighs in on her experiences with meditation to solve the problems of stress that come along with university
everything to be instantly
gratifying, to achieve a state of total
relaxation in a matter of hours. To
stay awake we rely on the instant
effects of caffeine, and to unwind
we rely on the immediate effects of
alcohol.
Coincidently, these solutions are
what we end up relying on when atwant

DEVON BUTLER
HYDE PARK CORNER

Essays, midterms, more essays and
finals. These stressful thoughts spin
around my head during every waking moment, as I'm sure they do
for most burnt-out university students.

On my way to class the other day,
couldn't
help imagining how wonI
derful it would be to slip into a temporary coma; hit pause on my life's
remote control and take time out of
the everyday pressures that the majority of students must tolerate.
Realizing that there is only one
month of classes left has registered
how life has a tendency to pass you
by. A dilemma presents itself: how
do you enjoy each day when anxiety is your constant companion?
In order to enjoy life to its full potential, stress and anxiety must be
suitably managed, and I assumed
there must be a healthier, happier
method to cope than drowning myself in the works of Sylvia Plath and
Leonard Cohen.
Rather than wallowing in my
pressures and anxiety, I learned
you must accept these feelings and

direct them productively. The solution I found: meditation.
No, meditation is not to beviewed
as another pop-culture spiritual fad

GRAPHIC BY JULIE MARION

such as Kabbalah or pilates. Meditation is an ancient relaxation technique originating around 500 BC,
and only in the late 1960s was it adopted into the Western world.
Be warned, however, that this
practice is not for the impatient.
As a result of our tense nature, we

the main goal of achieving total en-

lightenment.
Rather, it can be a quiet break
from your busy schedule, 15-20
minutes before you begin your day
and before you end it.
Sitting upright, focus on deep
breaths; calm rhythmic breathing
with the central objective to clear
to
stress.
your head of negativity and those
tempting
manage
After a demanding week, most
endless anxious thoughts.
The short and long term effects
students turn to alcohol to escape
of stress can be severe. Studies
the constraining realities of university and life. However, the stress show high stress levels linked to
management we practice now sets increased blood pressure, increase
the pattern for the way we will cope in respiratory rate, depletion of energy, memory disturbances, loss of
with stress in the future. Though
drugs, alcohol and partying may appetite, insomnia, anger, depression and even eventual heart atimmediately relieve your stress,
they won't have any long-term tacks and strokes.
benefits.
Luckily, these outcomes can be
counter-balanced. Studies have also
shown that those
who meditate daily
In order to enjoy life to its full
show both psychoPOTENTIAL, STRESS AND ANXIETY
logical and physical improvements,
ASSUMED
MUST BE MANAGED, AND I
primarily those opTHERE MUST BE A HEALTHIER,
posing the effects
HAPPIER WAY TO COPE THAN
listed above.
The facts are
DROWNING MYSELF IN THE WORKS OF
simple but, as I
Sylvia Plath and Leonard Cohen.
have learned, only
by partaking in this
-

1

4

ll

activity can you
discover its advantages.
Your time is precious, and there
is no better way to capitalize on it
than learning to observe the world
j

Though meditation may be
linked back to Buddhism, Hinduism and other religious movements, this practice should not be
viewed as purely religious.
The purpose of meditation is to
get in touch with your inner self, on
a more personal and spiritual level.
Its principal goal is to reach an
entirely thoughtless state of being,
though beginners can view it slightly differently. Meditation does not

1

j

in a calmer mental state. Ultimate-

ly, meditation can prepare you to
not only manage your stresses, but
also to prevent them from consuming you in the future.

have to be a strenuous activity with

letters@cordweekly. com

Are men underrepresented at university?
KEREN GOTTFRIED
RESIDENT GADFLY

women than men at Laurier; we have the ste-

so soon.

reotypes to

A report released by Statistics Canada this
Monday shows that not only are there fewer
men in university; they are also less likely to
graduate.
The report studies dropout rates at the postsecondary level, evaluating how many students are leaving without earning a degree.
The overall numbers are concerning
enough. While previous reports have placed
post-secondary dropout levels at 15 percent,
this study found that the numbers are closer
to 25 percent.
The study suggested a number of key barriers to students crossing the stage on graduation day, with gender being the top one. In
fact, 5 percent more males than females aged
24-26 had dropped out of university in 2005.
Interestingly, the report cautioned against
attributing too much to the role of gender in
dropout rates since boys are found to be less
engaged in learning than girls. Engagement
levels, rather than gender, might be the more
significant driving force in the data.
So men are more likely to drop out than
women, and if the figures are inflated, it is
because men are justless engaged.

prove it.
But this was news to the Governors, and it
actually sparked a brief discussion when one
senior member gave his opinion.
If men are so underrepresented at uni-

It was one of those moments where you find
yourself so taken aback by someone's remark
that you respond with complete silence.

Of course, you walk away thinking about
all of the eloquent and pointed responses
you could have made.
It was a meeting of the Board of Governors
during my term as a student representative,
at which President Dr. Blouw was reporting
on some Laurier statistics.
The numbers indicated a few key characteristics about our student population, with
gender being one of the most prominent.
Over 60 percent of the undergraduate body
at our school is female. In fact, while Laurier
is still more extreme than most in this regard,
there are more women than men currently
pursuing undergraduate education in all of
Canada, Dr. Blouw said.
Are you shocked? I doubt it. Students are
pretty aware of the fact that there are more

versity, he asked, maybe this was a sign of
changing times and the need to start a reversed gender-equity program.
Naturally, his comments infuriated me. In
academia, women are still a significant minority the higher up the chain you go. Women still represent a small number of PhD candidates and hold fewer professor jobs, not to
mention tenure-track positions.
It also did not soften my temper that the
comment-maker was an older, white male.
I couldn't think of a concise remark to respond with and my chance was lost in the
fast-paced atmosphere of Board meetings.
After a brief comment by Dean of Science
Dr. Deborah MacLatchy about women being
underrepresented in science, the discussion
promptly moved on.
Maybe I should have halted the meeting
and spoken up for my fellow females.
Or maybe it was good that I did not speak

Though this may be a relief in terms of
the isolated phenomena of dropout rates, it
hardly alleviates broader concerns about the
educational challenges faced by men.
In September, Statistics Canada announced
that nearly all of their studies in the past decade indicated that males are outperformed
by females in elementary school, have lower
literacy rates and have less positive attitudes
towards education as a whole, among other
factors.
Is my older, white, male colleague on the
Board of Governors right? Do we need an opposite gender approach to equalize our education system?
His call to "reverse" gender equality policy
and programming, and my knee-jerk response to be infuriated, are symbols of oversimplified approaches to the issue of gender.
We need to be more sophisticated in our
conversations and approaches to gender.
Polarizing the debate leaves out any room
to talk about the changing challenges facing
men, and certainly leaves transfolk out of the
discussion.
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ADHD isn't
a problem

The real problem is our society's desire to over-diagnose
and over-medicate this condition
as proof of the drug's necessity in

JAMES POPKIE
REBEL WITH A CAUSE

It seems that in our world full of
over-diagnosed problems, a great
deal of us are plagued with one disorder or another. Just about every
imperfection in our lives can ap-

parently be boiled down to fundamental flaws inside our minds.
One of the worst offenders in
over-diagnosis is Attention Deficit

Hyperactivity Disorder.
Though many scientists speculate that there is no such thing as
ADHD and it is not even a real genetic disease with common linking
factors, millions of people are diagnosed with it and prescribed with
medication.
ADHD drugs, known as "speed"
on the street, are meant to improve
focus and working habits, while
also undercutting hyperactivity.
I have probably spent at least half
of my life drugged up on speed. A
couple times, I decided to go off the
medication to feel what it would be
like and, soon afterward, resumed
taking it again, convinced that I was
in dire need of the drugs after all.
During the first few days after going off the pills, I felt an uncontrol-

lable sense of volatility that made
me behave quite wildly.
Almost as if by default, it seemed
that such behaviour was a sign that
I was in need of medication, rather
than a symptom of drug withdrawal. It is unfortunate that the sudden
effects of withdrawal are often seen

the first place.
Now that I've been off these
drugs for a while, I've never felt better, and I feel like I can think more
clearly than ever before.
It might partly be an inevitable
result of greater maturity and selfactualization, but I can't help but
feel that the lack of dope clouding
my brain plays a big part in it.
People diagnosed with ADHD often tend to daydream. The way I see
it, things such as daydreaming do
not imply a lack of focus, in a negative context. It merely means that
one's focus is directed elsewhere
often on one's own thoughts and
ideas rather than the mundane
details of the happenings around
-

them.

I don't doubt that I have a different thought process than many
other people, but I do not view that
thought process as being a "disease" of any sort in fact, it helps to
keep my mind occupied and gives
me what I view as a more introspective outlook than I would otherwise
have.
-

It is unfortunate that in our workaholic society, daydreaming and

introspection are viewed as negative attributes that must be cured.
Qualities such as creativity are
not held in as much esteem as industriousness and focus on work,
and it seems that the symptoms of
being highly creative are very similar to those likened with ADHD.
In this attempt to medicate
this apparent disorder, people
are put into-an artificial state of
mind that compromises their very
individuality.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

PILL-POPPING These Ritalin pills are used to medicate people with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder.
-

In addition, many speculate that
ADHD drugs have numerous potentially harmful side effects, both
long and short term. Anxiety, sleeplessness, loss of appetite and even
depression, psychosis and suicidal
thoughts have been linked to various ADHD medications by the

Food and Drug Administration.
Are we really so dedicated to ensuring that all the members of society grow up to be well-oiled robots
that we're willing to loosen a few
screws in their heads to do so?
In the end, the idea of medicat-

ing away these attributes constitutes exactly that an attempt to remove certain traits that have been
deemed undesirable by stigmatizing and classifying them.

very generalized disorder that may
or may not exist and, even if it does,
probably exists at a much smaller
level than it is believed to.
The sad part is that many people

In children especially, it is natural that restlessness and a lack of
focus, as well as a certain degree of
rebelliousness will surface, as those

ADHD, whether it is a real disorder
or not, are indeed undesirable.

-

are simply natural traits for children
to

have.

The extent to which people today
are medicated for ADHD suggests
that pharmaceutical companies
are making a killing on drugs for a

believe the traits associated with

Our minds are being nullified
and our personalities are being
medicated away. The real disorder
is the lack of attention that is being
paid to this problem.
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Letters to the Editor
Cord still overlooking

music faculty

feature article that was published
last year about the lack of awareness of our world-class faculty in

the campus-wide community. The
Once again, I have opened every
single issue of the Cord Weekly this
semester, and once again, I am disappointed (should I be surprised?)
by the lack of content about our
very own faculty of music here on

campus. While I understand that
the newspaper has to appeal to
the student body as a whole, I am
baffled as to why that kind of information wouldn't. We are not asking for front page news every week
but rather some acknowledgement
from the student newspaper, specifically the A&E section, that we
exist and that our events do happen and are important to the university community at large. I am

disappointed, however, that
this is still happening in light ofthe
most

effort to fix this issue must come
from both sides... Many of us are
doing our part but I have yet to see
such an effort from WLUSP, but
more specifically, the Cord.

-

Andrew Rethazi

Letters Policy:
All letters to the editor must be signed and
submitted with the author's name, student
identification number, and telephone number.
Letters must be received by 12:00 pm (noon)
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Check out WLUSP.com

Monday via email to lettersifflcordweekly.com
or through our website at www.cordweekly.
com. Letters must not exceed 350 words.

The Cord reserves the right to edit any letter for
brevity and clarity. The Cord reserves the right
to reject any letter, in whole or in part. The Cord
reserves the right to not publish material that
is deemed to be libelous or in contravention
with the Cord's Code of Ethics or journalistic
standards.

You'want

Join the Keystone: Lauriers

or

Yearbook Facebook Group to submit photos!

The Cord Weekly

■

Wednesday

Opinion

November 5,2008

.

21

Professional sports pressure youths
The David Frost trial makes us ask whether or not unacceptable behaviour is encouraged in a professional sports environment
The judgment of a sixteen-yearold girl is unimportant here. She
certainly didn't deserve to be sexually exploited and she has obviously come to realize that what happened, if it in fact happened, had
nothing to do with love.

MICHAEL KOCHEFF

THE EVERYMAN

The closing arguments for the trial
of David Frost, former hockey coach

This trial became even more dis-

turbing when the ex-boyfriends,
whose names are covered by a publication ban, got involved. Frost's
lawyer, in an attempt to discredit
the two women in question, asked
the ex-boyfriends whether or not
these threesomes ever took place.
Both ex-boyfriends said that the
threesomes never took place, but
admitted that group sex "is like a
bonding thing with your friends
or teammates." In these bonding
situations, which, according to the
boys, are apparently common in
professional hockey, five or six men
will have sex with one woman.
What an interesting way to bond.
Who are we to judge, though? It
must be difficult to really get to
know each other without first undressing and proceeding to have
sex with the same woman.
The decision-making process is
surely complex. These players do
not want their friendship to degrade

of the Junior A Quinte Hawks, were
submitted on Monday of this week.
According to CTV, the Crown has
argued that Frost used his position
of authority to get sexual favours
from his players' girlfriends.
The testimony of two women,
who were teenagers at the time of
the alleged crime, has formed the
crux of the Crown's case against
Frost. These two women (whose
names despite not being covered
by a publication ban will not be
mentioned in this article) have testified that Frost would force players
to involve him in group sex with
their girlfriends.
One of the two women said she
was sixteen when Frost began demanding this of her boyfriend. She
obliged because she feared not
doing so would have brought an
end to her relationship with her
boyfriend.
-

-
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from lying than their ex-boyfriends
whose names
and as a result,
reputations have been thoroughly
protected by a publication ban.
We need to ask whether or not
Nevertheless,
THE PATH TO THE NHL IS ONE WE ARE
the court's standard of guilty beCOMFORTABLE LETTING OUR YOUTH
yond a reasonable
TRAVEL DOWN.
doubt must be met.
Under these condiDespite the unsettling nature of tions it is unlikely that Frost would
be convicted.
their testimonies, these two men
have likely won the case for Frost.
So we are left asking: what does
It is now a matter of hearsay, the exthis trial tell us about the path to
girlfriends versus the ex-boyfriends. professional sports and does our
What a miserable state of affairs.
society condone activity that would
While we might sympathize with
in any other scenario be deemed
these women, they may be lying. As inappropriate?
Rosie DiManno of the Toronto Star
On Hockey Night in Canada
(HNIC) Don Cherry speaks of good
reports, one of the two men has
old Canadian boys moving up
stated that his ex-girlfriend enjoyed
and even initiated group sex with through the system by way of sheer
limited: sniffing cocaine, driving
quickly in the downtown core or
engaging in group sex.

-

-

grit and determination. While
HNIC's presentation isn't always
this simplistic, it usually is.
The truth, however, is that National Hockey League (NHL) players aren't always what they seem
and being separated from your
parents and moving to a new city
and high school just to play Junior
hockey can have disturbing results.
What a surprise.
To be clear, professional hockey
cannot be clearly differentiated
from other professional sports in
this respect and not all hockey
players are partaking in these types
of activities.

The point is, we need to critically assess the state of our national
game.
We need to ask whether or not
the path to the NHL is one we are
comfortable letting our youth travel

down.

letters@cordweekly. com

University of Ottawa

Limited Class Size
ree

*

It starts here.
Why choose the University of Ottawa's Faculty of Social Sciences for
graduate studies?

e P eat Policy
•

•

'

Keep checking
ii

Complete 30-Hour Seminars

*

*

What will they do
this year ?
-rr

him and one of his teammates.
Who knows what they would
have to gain from lying; fame and
fortune perhaps? What is clear is
that they certainly have less to gain

Graduate studies at the
Faculty of Social Sciences
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10 Cord staff
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and as a result they need to make
plans quickly. Due to the budgetary
restrictions that accompany a life
in professional hockey and a sheer
lack of imagination, the options are
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DIY porno
Famed director Kevin Smith of the critically acclaimed film Clerks uses Seth
Rogan to make a winning romantic comedy in Zack and Miri Make a Porno

mainstream side of cinema. Smith

WADE THOMPSON
STAFF WRITER

ii

i

shoes!

wbm

Ji

L\jj

Original Ugg and
'

I T'SZp;

BHI

i

umam

AVAILABLE AT

Largest selection in
THE REGION.

A VARIETY

roommates who have known each

********

jHBJ|

OF STYLES

AVAILABLE IN
WOMENS FASHIONS.

133 Weber St. North
Waterloo, ON
(519) 746- 4983

:

M

tlffi&gSfc

'IpK
,AAA

lafer

Whenever a new Kevin Smith movie comes out, I always take it in with
open arms. It's a breath of fresh
air from everything else out there
at the theatres. His movies have
a raunchiness that makes them
tower above all the other half-assed
gross-out comedies being made today, but they also have the heart to
match. And as expected, Zack and
Miri Make a Porno is no exception.
The story tells exactly what the
title promises. Seth Rogen and
Elizabeth Banks play Zack and
Miri (characters that were actually
originally conceived for Ben Affleck
and Joey Lauren Adams), platonic

I

/^fe\

L/Vw W
Notwxlty Australian

other since the first grade but have
never even considered starting a
relationship. When their power,
water and heat get shut off due to
unpaid bills, they realize they have
no other way to pay their debts.

So, inspired by the guy Miri lost in
high school (Brandon "Superman"
Routh in a cameo appearance), and
his gay-porn-starring boyfriend
(Justin Long), they decide that perhaps their financial woes would be
solved if they made a porn movie
and sold it to their graduating
class.

The first few scenes

regular Jeff Anderson holds his
own, albeit not as well as when he
plays Randal Graves in Clerics.
Another familiar director favourite shows up in Jason Mewes ("Jay"
of Jay and Silent Bob). This is his
first Smith appearance not playing
the talkative half of the pot-smoking duo, and he gets most of the
film's biggest laughs every time he
speaks. His character of Mo Lester
(yes, that's his awesomely amazing name) is absolutely classic. He
and the spot-on Craig Robinson
take turns as the film's funniest
performer.
Zack and Miri have a few specific
scenes that will easily be remembered in decades to come. Tyler Labine, in a small cameo, sets up one
such episode as a confused, drunken Steelers fan. Another can only
be described as the greatest, most
disgusting poop joke ever strategically placed into a movie. The bar
has been set, and set high at that,
for all other movie poop jokes to
come. Consider that a warning for
what you are in for.
Overall, Zack and Miri Make a
Porno is a sweet love story developed in typical Kevin Smith fashion.
There is an abundance of swearing,
numerous hockey references and,
surprisingly enough, not that much

nudity. And Smith's
constant obsession
with the galaxy far,

in the film,

HOWEVER, FEEL MORE LIKE A

JUDD

far away is immortalized in the fake
APATOW MOVIE... THAT'S NOT THE
porn they come up
MOVIE THAT I CAME TO SEE. SOON
with, Star Whores.
So, even though
ENOUGH, AFTER ABOUT 20 MINUTES,
you have probably
IT FINALLY GROWS SOME LEGS AND
decided whether
RUNS FULL FORCE.
or not this movie is
for you based soleFrom here, the subconscious atly on the title, I would recommend
traction they each have for each
it as a change of pace from today's
other surfaces, and the awkward romantic comedy market and for
romance takes off. In true Smith
all you other View Askew fans out
fashion, the lewd and crude comthere.
bine with an endearing relationJust be wary of considering this as
a first-date movie.
ship to sum up the movie.
The first few scenes in the film,
however, feel more like a Judd Apatow movie as opposed to Kevin
Smith. That's not the movie that I
a
came to see. Soon enough, after
so
about 20 minutes, it finally grows
we can
you
some legs and runs full force into

Sethßogen&

Elizabetn^Banks
made movie

titillating that
only

show

drawing.

Smith territory.
Having a relatively "unknown"
cast doesn't stop them from being
a memorable one. Seth Rogen plays
his typical Seth Rogen character as
Zack, and that's not a bad thing.
My crush on Elizabeth Banks continues to grow with her every role.
Her Miri is charming, hilarious and
beautiful, a very difficult combination for an actress to pull off today.
But she does, and then some.

The supporting players contribute
a massive amount to the movie's
all-around hilarity, never letting
the love story take over too much
from the comedy. Adult film star
Katie Morgan and former industry
icon Traci Lords do very well in the

this

ZackandMiri
makeaporno
».

a*ss*»

*'<SJWS» WWH *;«? -JBWB

/•rJUUKbe!ft

Q

vmw
-

~

—

Jfc.

gimmgsoai

lack and Miri Make a Porno
Director: Kevin Smith
Starring: Seth Rogan,
Elizabeth Banks
Release Date: 10/31/2008
Rating: B+
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Art and your personal brand
a

A&E Editor Daniel Joseph has brashly decided that you are now "personal brand"and, as such, art is integral to this identity
days of when people would just not
shut up about how funny quirky
pseudo-indie films like Napoleon
Dynamite were. I always hated that
DANIEL JOSEPH

movie.

A&E EDITOR

Anyways, there was a time when
people started wearing "Vote for
Pedro" shirts and it was supposed
to mean something. "Hey, I love
quirky humour! It's really free-spirited. If you recognize this shirt we
are in on a joke. This movie reflects
who I am as a person and as a consumer of art." Well maybe it didn't
explicitly state all of that, but there
is an implied meaning attached to
all pieces of art that we associate
with ourselves.
Now this isn't an indictment of
people who like Napoleon Dynamite, but more so an observation
about our current cultural condition. But boy do I hate that movie.
Moving along... The easiest association with something like this is
music and that's true. Look at the
Facebook info page. Look at all the
lists! We see people walking around
with band shirts on all the time.
But what else? It applies to everything now. I see it all the time in the
gaming community. Look on any
message board and you will find
your FPS addicts those who live
and die by Counter-Strike. "Boom
headshot!" is their call and their
various CS inspired t-shirts and .gif
signatures give them away. And
don't even get me started on the
J-RPG fanatics. These people have
attached certain kinds of video
games to their identity. Their per-

Everything is a brand! Our lives
are meaningless! Corporations are
everywhere! Or so goes the typical
counter-cultural critique that often
gets forced down your throat by the
likes of Adbusters and others. Sorry. I still hate Adbusters. I should
shut up about how much Adbusters
has no credibility as a source of information or thought-out cultural
critique.
But the point is, our lives are
more and more often dominated by

"brands" and the like. Working as an
entertainmentreporter and finding
myself immersed in the media associated with all kinds of art has
shown that if there's one thing that
people love more than art itself, it's
what the art says about them as a
consumer. This goes along with
various sub-cultural styles, and
all those things that Dick Hebdige
wrote about back in the 1980s you
know, punks wear studded belts

son searching for meaning through

something, anything, or nothing.
God no. This is the birth of blog age!
Behold! Your brand is all you have
left to tell the world.
Are you quirky (Arrested Development meme t-shirt)? Are you
limited edition (bad-ass custom
Air-Force Ones)? Are you creative
(clothes you sewed yourself)? Lack
of enthusiasm (three year old running shoes and sweat pants)? Cor-

porations and other things tap into
this, but they don't have to. Did you
pick a flower and tuck it into your
coat pocket? Whoops: that's a part
of your brand.

I'm still

not sure

if subcultures

are really dying, but with the abundance of information at our finger-

tips and a merging of styles, the way
that we associate ourselves with the

modern pastiche of art is growing
more and more entrenched.

We are all a personal brand yet
often we aren't very different from
anybody else. But, damnit, we will
-

try. And so will 1.1 think that if there
is anything to at least accept, it's
that you can still challenge cultural
norms, be a rebel, be a follower, be
anything you want, and still find
yourself defined by cultural products. I don't see any way to avoid it
anyways.
It isn't a competition. It just... is.

Reebok

-

-

and the Mods love scooters.
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But what about art that goes beyond the aesthetics of style? The
actual art that people consume
(because that's what listening to
music is, consumption)? Have you
found yourself listening to some
songs on your mp3 player of choice
thinking about how amazingly cool
you are to be listening to it? Bam.
You have officially associated your
own 'personal brand' with a piece
of art. That art now, for you, defines
a piece of who you are.
That's what the personal brand is,
really. This is one way of describing
the new always-connected world
we live in, and how we relate to it.
I saw this developing back in the

-

m
'

sonal brand.

F

It seems that unfortunately (or

not) everybody's lifestyle and art
choices are now aggregated on
various internet blogs. It's your personal brand that is going to tell the
entire world what you mean. You
can't rely on people really getting
to know you and finding out that
you are, above all else, just a per-
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One Box left standing
Last Thursday night at Last Band Standing, The Music Box came out on top after a stiff round of Laurier's own musical competition
TARYN ORWIN-PARISH
STAFF WRITER
Last Thursday at Wilf's, Laurier's
most talented musicians took the
stage in what was the first of three

preliminary showcases in Last
Band Standing (LBS). Mike Plevan,
coordinator of the A-team which
organizes the annual competition
couldn't have been happier with
the night's outcome: "I've never
seen a preliminary showcase that
-

-

was this competitive and so crowdinteractive in my entire time on the

A-team."
A combination of musical talent
and audience enthusiasm made
this first show a great start.
With a solid crowd of Halloween
and music enthusiasts, the audience was eager to listen to some
Laurier talent. First to hit the stage
was Hie Sound Foundation, which
had a ska rock sound that got the
crowd energized and on their feet.
The band was extremely interactive with their audience, who didn't
seem to be bothered by their use of
profanity and cheered on songs like

"Hypocrisy" and "Ur Not Shakin"
Members ofThe Sound Foundation
were enjoying themselves on stage
just as much as their dancing fans,
who went wild for the impressive
saxophone solos of Nate Payne.
Another Day Rises followed and
perhaps didn't do themselves any

favours by addressing the comments made byThe Sound Foundation as "misogynistic and hurtful"
which received a few groans from
the audience. Despite these comments, crowd members continued
to dance and applaud throughout
their entire set and displayed equal
support for Another Day Rises as
for The Sound Foundation. Made
up entirely of Laurier students and
alumni, Another Day Rises branded
themselves as promoters of peace,
love and friendship, which was reflected in their light-hearted music.
Opening up with hard rock that
transitioned into easy listening,
Another Day Rises lacked a distinct

sound but nevertheless proved to
be tough competition.
The final band to perform was returning favourite The Music Box, an

RYAN

BUSINESS AS USUAL

-Andrew Wilcat
Third-year history

strongest, most impressive vocals of the night. The band's organ
provided a great contrast to their
sound and pleased the judges. Despite breaking a few guitar strings,
The Music Box cranked out one
great (yet entirely different) song
after another and kept the crowd
dancing.
With such a variety of talent on
stage all receiving extremely positive responses from the crowd, it
was difficult to predict which band
would be selected as the winner.
By only a few points' difference, it
was The Music Box's unique sound,
musical variety and strong finish
that solidified their position as the
night's winner. One judge, WTAJSU
VP: Student Activities Laura Sheridan, says that although it was an
extremely close competition, The
Music Box stood out because "they

seemed to have an absolutely fantastic time on stage and the audience did as well. They were very
creative, [with] lots of different
styles of music and the encore at
the end said it all." The Music Box

will play again in the February final,
and will also appear at the Starlight
on November 6.
LBS is part of a larger competition called the Campus Music
Explosion. The final winner will
collect a $1,000 cash prize and
will also receive a spot in the Ontario Regional CNE Battle of the
Bands competition. From there,
winners can move onto a national
competition to compete for a preliminary record deal. Plevan states
that "there is a lot at stake for these
bands that are up-and-coming and
this is a great venue for them to get
their music out."
The next showcase will take place
on November 20.

RYAN STEWART

PILLBOX HATS, YO

-

Another Days Rises' drummer Adam Lewis.

"Have you ever been to, or do you plan on going to, a Last Band Standing event?"
'

'

"Yeah. Mike music and the
underground aspect to it."

"I have! I went to support a friend's

Emery Oram
Third-year communication studies

-Joanna Mullen
Fourth-year history

-

STEWART

Lead singer of LBS' winning band The Music Box Tyler Stoddart on stage last Thursday night at Wilfs.

alternative folk-punk band whose
lead singer Tyler Stoddart had the

THE BIG QUESTION

"Not really, I have no time."

-

band."

"Yeah I want to. It sounds really
interesting because these are bands
you won't hear elsewhere."

compiled by Damei Joseph
Photographs by Ryan Stewart

"Yeah I was planning on going. There's
nothing better than grassroots music.'
Clark Chani
Third-year business
-

-Jessie Racovali
First-year archaeology

